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FEEDING HILLS 

Council waives 
option on farm 


No town use seen 
for Cincotta land 

By Michael Ballway 

mballway@turley. com 

Cincotta’s Farm won’t be a 
police station, a school, a Town 
Hall, senior housing or a park. 
What it will be is up to the mar¬ 
ket to decide. 

City councilors agreed this 
month not to exercise the town’s 
right to buy the 6.47-acre farm, 
despite its appealing location 
near the center of Feeding Hills, 
at 1246 Springfield St. Mayor 
William Sapelli recommend¬ 
ed letting the property go after 


members of his administration 
toured the property and found 
more wetlands than expected. 

“At this time it doesn’t meet 
any of the needs,” said City Coun¬ 
cilor Anthony Suffriti at the Dec. 
17 meeting. He said the property 
would do more good for the town 
if it stayed on the tax rolls. 

Councilor Dino Mercadante 
agreed, stating that growth in 
the business tax base is the 
best strategy to keep residential 
property taxes low. He said busi¬ 
nesses will find the land attrac¬ 
tive for the same reason town 
officials were looking at it — its 
prime location. 

“If we’re not going to put a 
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On the nice list 



Jackson Connors, 2, gives Santa Claus a big high-five at Agawam’s tree-lighting ceremony on Dec. 23. Standing behind 
St. Nick are his helpers Athena Trench, left, and Sophia Hunt. More photos, page 2. PHOTO BY MICHAEL BALLWAY 


THE YEAR IN REVIEW 2018 



Town officials credit Agawam Municipal Golf Course General Manager Tom 
DiRico with revitalizing the clubhouse’s upstairs banquet hall during his first 
year on the job. PHOTO BY PETER SPOTTS 


NEWCOMER 
OF THE YEAR 


New leader is putting 
golf course on upswing 


By Peter Spotts 

aan@turley.com 

N ine months into manag¬ 
ing his hometown golf 
course, Tom DiRico is 
still enjoying every minute. 

Though not a newcomer to 
Agawam, DiRico was hired in 
April to bring a fresh outlook 
to the Agawam Municipal Golf 
Course as its new general manag¬ 
er. He previously served as direc¬ 


tor of golf for five years at Quabo- 
ag Country Club in Monson. 

DiRico immediately set to 
work promoting the upstairs 
banquet hall for hosting baby 
showers, Jack and Jills, golf out¬ 
ings and other functions. 

“When I first got here, just to 
try and assess the golf business 
here at Agawam, it was pret¬ 
ty challenging to see what the 
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Finally, movement on the bridge 


NEWS STORY 
OF THE YEAR 


By Peter Spotts 

aan@turley.com 

A fter a year of anticipation, 
the Morgan-Sullivan Bridge 
replacement project is un¬ 
derway. After a year full of worries 
about what will happen to Agawam 
traffic when the lane closures begin 
in earnest, it’s finally going to hap¬ 
pen next month. 

Agawam Mayor William Sapel¬ 
li said he hasn’t received an exact 
date from the Massachusetts De¬ 


partment of Transportation, but 
expects the lanes to be blocked off 
by the first couple weeks of Janu¬ 
ary. In preparation for the traffic 
congestion that will cause, Sapelli 
has been working with MassDOT 
and West Springfield for signal 
signs to alert residents if the Viet¬ 
nam Veterans Memorial bridge is 


blocked by CSX trains. 

“We’ve made progress in spite 
of CSX because we circumvented 
them and will not be using their 
signal. MassDOT is going to come, 
up with their own remote signal,” 
he said. “We’re going to get the sig- 
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NEWSMAKER OF THE YEAR 

Sapelli set town’s agenda in 2018 



Mayor William 
Sapelli 

consults with 
administrative 
assistant 
Nadine Porfilio 
and executive 
assistant 
Rebecca 
Budreau in 
his office on 
Thursday, Dec. 
20. PHOTO BY 
PETER SPOTTS 


By Peter Spotts 

aan@turley.com 

W illiam Sapelli started 
2018 saying he would 
listen to all sides before 
making any changes in his first 
year as mayor, but at the end of 
the year it’s hard to point to any¬ 
one in Agawam who did more to 
set the tone and direct the debate. 

He took an active role brain¬ 
storming about the town’s future 
needs for municipal offices, the 
Police Department and a new 
Early Childhood Center — even 
as his administration’s preferred 
options changed over the course 
of the year. Several times, he ap¬ 
peared before the City Council 
and told them that the town 
needs to stop deferring mainte¬ 
nance and stop delaying action 
on its building needs. 

He changed the manager 
at the Agawam Municipal Golf 


Course and changed the struc¬ 
ture of the town solicitor’s office. 
Building on the work of his pre¬ 
decessor, Richard Cohen, and 
together with a new town solic¬ 
itor he hired, Sapelli ramped up 
the town’s fight against blighted 
properties, including hiring an 


outside inspector to look at the 
Agawam Trailer Park. 

He acknowledges that he 
spent a lot of the year learning. 
Even as a former school superin¬ 
tendent — with experience man- 
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Top right, Michelle Suzanne 
Butler leads a free Zumba 
class at the start of Sunday’s 
Winter Celebration. 


Regions #1 Mortgage Lender 


Santa Claus arrived on 
an Agawam fire truck, May¬ 
or William Sapelli handled 


At right, Santa Claus holds 
baby Liam McCormick, 1 
month, in the Veterans Green 
gazebo at Sunday’s Winter 
Celebration. Also in at the 
photo op are, from left, Santa’s 
helpers Athena Trench and So¬ 
phia Hunt, and Liam’s parents 
Amanda and Ben McCormick. 

Below far right, Feeding Hills 
Music Academy students Ju¬ 
lian Carey of West Springfield, 
left, and Emily Randall of Aga¬ 
wam entertained the crowd 
with Christmas carols. 

Below near right, organizer 
Vakny Chonmany welcomes 
the crowd to the town’s Winter 
Celebration on Dec. 23. 


Santa Claus arrives at the Veterans Green on Dec. 23 with his 
helper Sophia Hunt. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL BALLWAY 


Green lights up for 
1st time in 5 years 


the tree lighting and Vak¬ 
ny Chonmany pronounced 
himself pleased with the 
turnout at a rain-delayed 
Winter Celebration on Sun¬ 
day evening, Dec. 23, on the 
Veterans Green at Main and 
School streets in Agawam. 

Chonmany, who runs 
the Harnessing Muay Bo- 
ran martial arts studio and 
Agawam Community Cen¬ 
ter on Main Street, worked 
with town officials, non¬ 
profits and vendors to give 
the town its first outdoor 
celebration in the holiday 
season in five years. He es¬ 
pecially thanked the many 
business sponsors who 
stepped forward to support 
the inaugural event. 

“Those people were the 
greatest,” he said. “They re¬ 
ally supported this organi¬ 
zation. This is one unique 
town.” 

Chonmany and City 
Councilor George Bitzas 
served as masters of cer¬ 
emonies at the event. The 
Agawam Lions Club served 
free hot cocoa and the Aga¬ 
wam Public Library gave 
free storybooks to children. 
A food truck from Mur¬ 
phy’s Pub was also on hand. 
Chonmany said some par¬ 
ticipants were not able to 
attend after a rainstorm de¬ 
layed the event, which had 
originally been slated for 
Friday, Dec. 21. 
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Reserve now for blood 
drive at Sacred Heart 

Sacred Heart Parish will hold a Baystate Health blood 
drive from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 26, 2019. One 
blood donation saves three adults or up to five infants. 
Donors at Sacred Heart have assisted in saving 445 lives 
since the church held its first drive in July 2016. 

According to Deb Briancesco, pastoral minister, 
the goal is fill the schedule, which is 30 appointments. 
Those that would like to get a group together and have 
a “blood donation party” are encouraged to contact her 
to have a block of time reserved. She is also available to 
stay with first-time donors for support. 

Donors will receive a thank you gift card. To make 
an appointment or for more information, call 413-786- 
8200, ext. 3. 

The Parish Center is at 1061 Springfield St., Feeding 
Hills. 


Volunteer sought for 
zoning board alternate 

Christopher Johnson, Agawam City Council presi¬ 
dent, has announced that there is an opening effective 
in January on the Agawam Zoning Board of Appeals. 

The opening is for an alternate position. Anyone in¬ 
terested in serving should contact Barbara Bard in the 
Agawam City Council office at 413-726-9716 or bbard@ 
agawam.ma.us. 



William Reichelt William Sapelli 


Mayor to speak at Feb. 
Chamber breakfast 

The West of the River Chamber of Commerce will 
host a Mayoral Breakfast at 7 a.m. Monday, Feb. 18, at 
Crestview Country Club, 281 Shoemaker Lane, Aga¬ 
wam. 

Agawam Mayor William Sapelli and West Spring- 
field Mayor William Reichelt will discuss happenings 
in each town as well as collaborative efforts now going 
on. The breakfast will feature a time for questions and 
answers pertaining to each town. Submit questions to 
robin@westoftheriverchamber.com. 

Tickets are $35 for members and $45 for non-mem¬ 
bers. For more information and to purchase tickets, 
contact the Chamber at 413-426-3880 or info@westoft- 
heriverchamber.com. 


All are welcome at F.H. 
Congregational Church 

Feeding Hills Congregational Church is an open and 
affirming congregation. All are welcome. 

On Sunday, Dec. 30, Matt Granger, a lifelong member 
of the congregation, will lead the worship. The Rev. Rob 
Donaldson is off this week and will return Jan. 2. 

Choir rehearsal is held Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. 

The church is at 21 N. Westfield St., Feeding Hills. 
For more information, call the church office at 413-786- 
5061, visit www.fhccucc.org or search for the church on 
Facebook.com. 


Generosi-tree 



The Mitten Tree at Agawam Congregational Church is pictured in early December with just a few hats 
and scarves to be donated to the Parish Cupboard in West Springfield. Items were knitted, crocheted 
or donated by church members and friends as just one of the church missions. By Sunday, Dec. 23, 
it was adorned with hundreds of mittens, scarves and hats. So many items were donated, that they 
would not fit on the tree and had to serve as the skirting. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


Curbside tree collection is Jan. 7-11 


Republic Services will provide courtesy 
disposal of Christmas trees on the same 
day as scheduled trash collection during 
the week of Jan. 7-11. 

Trees should be placed at the curb or 
on the tree belt no earlier than 7 a.m. of 
the household’s usual trash collection day. 
Trees 7 feet or larger must be cut in half. 
Trees in plastic bags will not be collected. 

It is not the responsibility of the hauler 
to dig out trees buried in the snow due to 


plowing or snowfall. The trees will not be 
picked up by the regular trash truck, but by 
a separate truck running on the same day. 

Any Agawam resident wishing to dis¬ 
pose of a Christmas tree before or after 
the scheduled collection date can pick up 
a yard waste pass for the Bondi’s Island 
landfill at the Department of Public Works 
office, 1000 Suffield St., Agawam. The office 
is open 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Mondays 
through Fridays, excepting holidays. 


Hometown 

author 


Mis v \ 



Local author Judith Cosby 
hosted a book signing Thurs¬ 
day, Dec. 6, at Casa Di Lisa 
in Feeding Hills. The event 
marked the kick-off to her 
newly released inspirational 
memoir, “Threads.” Cosby is 
an independent author whose 
debut memoir is available 
through Amazon and Barnes 
and Noble. She and her hus¬ 
band, Craig, reside in Feeding 
Hills with her beloved tuxedo 
cat and two Great Pyrenees. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO 



Fitness classes to continue at library 


ChairYoga and ChairFit will continue 
at Agawam Public Library at 9:30 a.m. on 
Wednesdays. Mary Ellen More will return 
as instructor. YogaFit will be held on the 


last Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. No 
registration is necessary for these drop- 
in classes. 

The library is at 750 Cooper St., Agawam 


DEATH NOTICES 

Bourdeau, Denise M. 

Died Dec. 21 

Private burial 

Cierpial Memorial Funeral 

Homes 

Chicopee 

Demasi, Thelma 

Died Dec. 18 
Funeral Dec. 22 
Curran-Jones Funeral Home 
Agawam 

Laudato, James 

Died Dec. 18 
Funeral Dec. 27 
Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
Home of Agawam 

LeDuc, Bernard Sr. 

Died Dec. 16 
Funeral Dec. 22 
Agawam Funeral Home Inc. 

O’Toole, Daniel F. 

Died Dec. 19 
Memorial service Dec. 29 
Agawam Funeral Home Inc. 


Agawam Advertiser News 

Obituary 

Policy 

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$75, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 

submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com. 

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
andmustbepre-paid. 
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ANGELA S HAIR SALON 

303A Springfield St., Agawam • 413-786-6988 

Wednesday Special 
$10 HAIRCUTS FOR EVERYONE 

WALK-INS WELCOME 

c? 

MEN • WOMEN • CHILDREN 

U O S lit 


ALL HAIRCUTS $13 

(Free wash with every haircut) 

naircui 

SAVE 

$200 OFF 

W/COUPON EXP. 1/15/19 

$10 OFF 

Tuesday Senior Discount $10.00 

ANY CHEMICAL 


Justice 


Attorney Anthony C. Bonavita 

1380 Main Street, Suite 410 
Springfield, MA 01103 

• Reasonable Fees 

• Private Clients 


Call 413-213-3087 

Valet Parking Available 



PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 

As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo¬ 
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for Agawam Advertiser News, please email mballway@ 
turley.com. 

- A TURLEY PUBLICATION - 

www.turley.com 
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O pinion 

OUR VIEW 

Letter from 
the editor 
— Thanks! 

T he Agawam Advertiser News staff 
works hard to bring you the news 
of your hometown every week. 
But we admit it — we appreciate all the 
help. 

“Thank you” to our fellow Agawam 
and Feeding Hills businesses who adver¬ 
tise in our pages, and to our subscribers 
and newsstand customers who pay for 
our print edition. And extra thanks for 
the folks who buy a copy of the paper ... 
and then spend the rest of their money 
at one of our advertiser’s businesses. 

Thanks, too, to all of you who took 
the time in 2018 to snap a photo, write a 
letter or send in the details of your com¬ 
munity event. No matter what our pro¬ 
fessional staff does to fill page 1 and the 
sports section, the heart and soul of the 
Agawam Advertiser News is the commu¬ 
nity news and opinions our readers share 
with each other. Thank you Richard Ad¬ 
ams, Pat Adams, Agawam Beautification 
Committee, Agawam Soccer Association, 
Marie Angelides, Katherine Ayers, John 
Bakos, Ken Blanchard, Nancy Bobskill, 
Nicholas Boldyga, Forrest Bradford, 
Deb Briancesco, Janet Brown, Joanne 
Brown, Robert Burke, Cecilia Calabrese, 
Jay Cameron, Captain Charles Leonard 
House Trustees, Marcia Capuano, Elaine 
M. Carlson, the Cieboter Family, William 
Clark, Therese Clifford, Cheryl Coakley 
Rivera, Nicholas Cocchi, Vera Conway, 
Mary Ann Coughlin, Gregory Dawson, 
Rosalie Dialessi, Susan Y. Euliano, Paul 
Fein, Mike Franco, Linda Galarneau, Bri- 
anna Gaynor, Meleen Gaynor, Girl Scout 
Troop 11248, Susan Godfrey, Brian Hal- 
la, Harvey Hill, Heritage Hall North Po¬ 
etry Circle, Donald Humason Jr., Mary 
Hurley, Alan Iserman, Jarl Johnson, Rose 
Kieffer, Judy Kiely, Teresa Kozloski, John 
J. Larivee, Ron LaRiviere, Danielle Light, 
Stephen Maloney, Mike Marieb, Abbey 
Massaro, Angelo Mazza, Frank and Millie 
Mazzie, Davida Michaels, Tami Nelson, 
Linda Noftall, Philomena O’Connor, Bob 
Olmstead, Brad Peterson, Sherry Petruc- 
ci, Joelle Philips, Carl and Marsha Pinette, 
Tim Reed, Kathy Rose, Rosemary Sandlin, 
Bill Schoenborn, Donna Shibley, Cheryl 
Terramagra, Les Tingley, Walt Willard, 
Corinne Wingard and Robin Wozniak. 
And those are just the names we’ve cred¬ 
ited in print — thank you, as well, to all of 
you who submit factual items or photos 
without having your name in the paper. 

Most of the little tidbits that fill the 
small spaces on the inside of the paper 
start out as press releases forwarded to 
us by a club member, a church secretary, 
a team parent or, simply, a loyal read¬ 
er who saw something interesting and 
wanted to make sure we knew about 
it, too. If you know about a team or a 
church or a club or any event that we 
haven’t covered in the past, give us a call 
or drop us an email — we want to cover 
it, we probably just didn’t know about it 
yet. Nine times out of ten, if you send us 
a writeup or a photo of something hap¬ 
pening in town, we’ll be glad to print it. 

We’re looking forward to reading 
what you have to say in 2019. And to ev¬ 
eryone else — we want to hear from you, 
too. Let your neighbors know what’s 
happening in our town, or what you 
think about the day’s news. Send your 
letters, photos and tidbits to Agawam 
Advertiser News, 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069, or email aan@turley.com. It 
is your newspaper, after all. Thank you! 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 



Letters to the Editor 


Police give excellent service in a world of stress 


I’m writing this article in 
regards to our Agawam police 
force. I’m recently retired as an 
officer, due to disability. The job 
now has become enormously 
stressful. I can be philosophical; 
I was within minutes of meeting 
my maker. 

I’ve had the privilege to get 
acquainted with several excel¬ 
lent officers and supervisors, 
some from a personal stand¬ 
point, others working and ob¬ 
serving. In this world it’s get¬ 
ting pretty blatant that people’s 
coping mechanisms are failing. 
This is why the majority of peo¬ 
ple are on prescription meds for 


anxiety, depression, as well as 
other major issues. Throw in the 
mixture of alcohol and the mari¬ 
juana lines — waits longer than 
any day at Six Flags — it speaks 
volumes to what this town’s po¬ 
lice force faces. You don’t need 
to have a lot between the ears to 
figure that (and I’m not being fa¬ 
cetious nor prejudiced). 

I’m grateful we have officers 
such as Mark Poggi, who does 
a wonderful job as the public 
school resource officer, not an 
easy task to deal with youth, 
parents, faculty, with egos and 
temperament. Another officer, 
Chris Brunelle, whom I’ve had 


the pleasure to get to know from 
a personal standpoint, is a very 
genuine person. From here the 
list would go to include all the 
personnel within the depart¬ 
ment, which is not just about a 
badge or who can talk down to 
who, and including dispatchers, 
for they are the ears, a vital tool 
communicating public safety. 

They serve all with an un¬ 
conditional, unselfish attitude. I 
speak for the people of Agawam. 
Well done, good and faithful ser¬ 
vants, keep up the good work! 

Vic Rufo 

Feeding Hills 


YESTERDAY'S HOMETOWN NEWS 

Old musical posters, part 1 


O n Dec. 5 and 6, the AHS 
Drama Club present¬ 
ed the two-act play, “A 
Christmas Carol.” The original 
story about Ebenezer 
Scrooge was written 
by Charles Dickens 
and adapted into a 
play by Peter DeLau- 
rier. Two actresses in 
the play, Skylar Thies 
and Olivia Salva, are 
daughters of Brown¬ 
ies. Not much is differ¬ 
ent than 50 years ago, 
the exception being 
that the main charac¬ 
ters wear a microphone. Yea! 

During intermission, I pur¬ 
chased some cookies and gave 
myself a tour of the lobby. That’s 
when I found 14 old framed post¬ 
ers up on the wall. They were of 
AHS musicals back in the ’60s 
and ’70s. Most had no name of 
the artist, so I was slightly more 
intrigued by the ones that did. 
The oldest poster with an artist 
name was the one drawn by Deb¬ 
bie Robinson for the AHS Glee 
Club’s presentation of “Annie 
Get Your Gun,” performed at the 
Storrowtown Music Fair in West 
Springfield on June 2, 1962. The 
musical written by Irving Berlin 
featured Dean Jevons as Frank 
Butler and Pam Lockhart as An¬ 
nie Oakley. Jesse Hare, Donna 
Gaunt and Ellen Hope played 
cowgirls and Barbara O’Connor 
and Shelley Allen played city 
girls. Barbara still lives in town 


but Shelley went out west over 
50 years ago and I am not sure if 
anyone knows her whereabouts. 
I bought her high school year¬ 
book at an estate sale 
a few years ago. Boys 
in the orchestra in¬ 
cluded retired East 
Longmeadow Fire 
Chief Bob Wallace and 
Craig Pineo, who now 
lives back here in Aga¬ 
wam in his old home 
on South Park Terrace. 

Finding Debbie 
Robinson in a year¬ 
book turned out to be 
more difficult than I expected. 
There were at least three Robin¬ 
son families to consider, starting 
with the Robinson family that 
ran the cleaners in Agawam Cen¬ 
ter. They lived next to the origi¬ 
nal high school and I was pretty 
sure that was the wrong fami¬ 
ly. Another family had Judy and 
Ted, maybe more, but Judy never 
said she had a sister Debbie. That 
left David Robinson, president of 
the class of’64, whose family left 
Agawam and sold their house at 
1215 Main St. to Darcy Davis. It 
seemed like David had an older 
sister but my first search of the 
’61 and ’62 Sachems did not find 
her. Then I remembered some¬ 
thing I sometimes forget and 
you should keep it in mind if 
you look through a Sachem. 
Some Sachems have a special 
page up front for the class offi¬ 
cers. There she was in the ’62, 




Darcy Deborah 

Davis Robinson 


class treasurer, on the same page 
with president Fran Capitanio, 
vice-president Betsy Burns and 
secretary Connie Harris. The 
next day I found a copy of the 
’62s’ 50th reunion book, called 
Debbie and scheduled a callback 
after supper. We talked briefly 
about Mr. Davis, the room he 
had at the Senior Center (since 
eliminated) and about all of the 
posters she drew for school mu¬ 
sicals. The following is the result 
of the second phone call. 

Debbie Robinson went to 
Phelps Elementary School and 
remembers Mrs. Polopek the 
most because her brother David 
was a good friend of the Polo¬ 
pek boys and their families and 
stayed friends for years, and are 
still friendly. Debbie was very ac¬ 
tive at AHS in the ski club, was on 
the staff of the Sachem and the 
Mirror and in Tri-HI-Y and the 
art club. She made posters for the 
school musicals and her poster 
for “Annie Get Your Gun” was in 
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Crochet classes to begin next month 


Local crochet instructor Mark Mick¬ 
ey will offer an eight-week drop-in class 
at the Agawam Public Library, Jan. 12 
through March 2. 

The classes will meet from 10:30 
a.m. to noon on Saturdays and are free 
of charge. All experience levels are wel¬ 


come. Each person should bring two 
crochet hooks of different sizes and three 
skeins of yarn. No registration is neces¬ 
sary. For more information, call the li¬ 
brary at 413-789-1550, ext. 4. 

The library is at 750 Cooper St., Aga¬ 
wam. 


Stay warm 



The Italian Sporting Club of Agawam recently donated $500 to the Agawam Emergency Fuel Assis¬ 
tance Program. From left are Richard Hardina, treasurer; Albert Sapelli, president; and Mayor William 
Sapelli. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


WILLARD I from page 4 

the lobby of the AHS auditorium on Dec. 
6. (It may be still there.) The class ballot did 
not have the “best artist” category but it did 
have Debbie as the best girl dancer. 

Debbie’s dad worked for Gilbert and 
Barker (Gilbarko) and his entire fami¬ 
ly moved to Greensboro, N.C., in the late 
’60s. Debbie got her bachelor of fine arts 
degree from Boston University and became 
a K-6 teacher not long after. She met her 
husband, Ted Pero, while working at Ham¬ 
ilton Standard and their daughter Stepha¬ 
nie was born in 1974. Stephanie got her col¬ 
lege degree from Russell Sage in Troy, N.Y., 
and now works in the communications 
industry in the Albany area. Ted and Deb¬ 


bie’s son, Glenn, was born in 1976. He got 
his college degree from Lehigh and is now 
an accountant living in Suffield. 

Debbie stays in touch with many of her 
’62 classmates, especially Bob Sloboda, who 
is the godfather of both of her children. She 
also stays in touch with Nancy Toussaint, 
who is the godmother of her son Glenn. Deb¬ 
bie’s fondest memory of AHS is possibly her 
homeroom in the morning with Mrs. Kelly 
Balsewicz. Many of her classmates down 
the hall were trying to get transferred to her 
homeroom to be in on the fun. 

Walt Willard went to AHS and taught 
math there for 16 years. He can he reached 
at 413-786-7924. Walt loves your feedback 
and any and all information or tidbits you 
can offer. 


^ EARLY 
"DEADLIN 

To celebrate MEW YEAR, the 

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 

Advertising Deadline will be 

Friday, Dec. 28 




Have a lot to say? 

Write us a letter 
or a guest column. 

aan@turley.com 




Presidential 

connection 

Maria Kozloski, a 1983 graduate of Aga¬ 
wam High School, is pictured with for¬ 
mer president George H.W. Bush and his 
wife, Barbara Bush, at a dinner hosted 
by the Carlyle Group in Washington, D.C. 
The photo was taken in September 2001 
when Kozloski was working for the World 
Bank. She is still employed there and 
lives in Bethesda, Md., with her husband 
the three children. She is the daughter of 
Henry and Teresa Kozloski of Agawam. 
President Bush died Nov. 30 at age 94. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO 


CINC0TTA I from page 1 

piece of commercial development in that 
spot, where are we going to put it?” he 
asked. 

The farm — a family-owned agricul¬ 
ture and retail operation for more than 80 
years, spanning four generations of Cin- 
cottas, before closing this fall — has been 
eyed for several municipal uses since it 
went on the market in the summer. The 
committee planning for a new Early Child¬ 
hood Center, to replace the outdated fa¬ 
cility on Perry Lane, considered it a prime 
site. Proponents of affordable housing, or 
senior housing, saw it as a great location 
for subsidized housing on a bus line, next 
to a supermarket and within walking dis¬ 
tance of banks and other shops. Others 
thought it would provide the town enough 
land to host a replacement for the 70-year- 
old Town Hall or the town police station, 
which is a converted elementary school. 
Councilor Paul Cavallo called them “an old 
building” and “antiquated,” respectively, 
and expressed hope that the town could 
use eminent domain to acquire some oth¬ 
er property to build a combination town 
office and police complex. 

The vote to release the property was 10- 


0, with Councilor Gina Letellier absent. 

The farm property consists of three 
lots along Springfield Street and includes 
the farmstand, greenhouses, farm fields 
and Cincotta residence. The Cincottas 
agreed on Aug. 29 to sell it for $675,000 to 
Eagle Investments of Agawam. Accord¬ 
ing to a letter sent by the Cincottas to the 
mayor’s office, “the buyer intends to con¬ 
vert the use to a business use.” 

In an addendum to the purchase 
and sales agreement, Eagle Investments 
promises that it will apply for “site plan 
approval to develop not less than 25,000 
square feet of office, warehouse and/or 
retail space.” For the sale to close, howev¬ 
er, the town had to waive its rights under 
Chapter 61 A, a special status for agricul¬ 
tural land that qualified the Cincottas for 
a reduced tax rate as long as they main¬ 
tained it as a farm. 

When any land with Chapter 61A sta¬ 
tus is sold to a developer, the town has the 
right to match that private offer within 120 
days and acquire the land itself. If the town 
does not exercise this right of first refusal, 
the buyer will have to pay a penalty tax 
equivalent to several years of the difference 
between the Chapter 61A tax rate and the 
standard tax rate, and the land would be 
taxed as normal in subsequent years. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

I. Thick piece of 
something 

5. Engine additive 

8. Anticipated arrival 
time 

II. French commune 

13. Cigarette (slang) 

14. Nobleman 

15. Ghana capital 

16. Adam’s wife 

17. Most popular 
student 

18. Where you 
currently are 

20. Increase motor 
speed 

21. Queen of Sparta 

22. North, South and 
Central 

25. Churchgoer 

30. Russian empress 

31. Female 
daredevils 
organization 

32. Relating to music 


33. Female body part 
38. Tyrion Lannister 
41. Honored 
43. Argentine 
footballer 
45. Novices 
47. Wings 

49. Doctors’ group 

50. Packers’ QB 

55. Qatar capital 

56. Unpleasant noise 

57. Lovable elephant 

59. Sleeping 

60. Lute 

61. Weight of a liter 
of hydrogen 

62. Crimson 

63. Returned material 
authorization 
(abbr.) 

64. Employee plan 

CLUES DOWN 

1. Helps little firms 

2. Type of curtain 

3. Online stock 


42 
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9 

10 
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17 




21 






133 34 35 36 


37 




58 


64 


exchange 

4. Irish castle 

5. Audio-system 

6. Places to grab a 
drink 

7. What’s coming 

8. Designed chairs 

9. Stepped on 

10. Genus of birds 

12. Consume 

14. Ancient Syrian 
city 

19. Australian 
brewery 

23. Not present 

24. Necktie 

25. What part of 
(abbr.) 

26. Type of 
compound 

27. Jogged quickly 

28. Roth is one type 

29. Mineral 

34. Purpose 

35. Financial term 
(abbr.) 


36. Orange is the 
New Black 
character 

37. Used to cut and 
shape wood 

39. Bullfighter 

40. Top of the line 

41. Hill 

42. Greek mountain 

44. Angola’s capital 

45. Expressed 
pleasure 

46. Fermented honey 
beverage 

47. Month in the 
Jewish calendar 

48. Frontal is one 
type 

51. Basics 

52. Uncommon 

53. Broad kimono 
sashes 

54. European 
defense 
organization 

58. Box score term 


CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 14 
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THE YEAR IN REVIEW 2018 



January: Above, protesters picket the Kinder Morgan gas compressor station in Agawam after learning that a contractor had dumped 
potentially hazardous wastewater at the Suffield Street site. PHOTO BY PETER SPOTTS 


February: At right, Agawam High School junior Honesty Osbourne is congratulated by Principal Thomas Schnepp after winning the 
annual Poetry Out Loud competition. Osbourne was also the student representative on the School Committee. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 



SAPELLI I from page 1 

aging budgets, personnel and 
policies in the town’s largest mu¬ 
nicipal department — he said he 
was surprised at the breadth and 
depth of the issues that the mayor 
has to address. 

“There’s just so much to it,” Sa- 
pelli said. “We have over a $100 
million budget, close to 29,000 
residents. It’s a good-sized com¬ 
munity with a lot of issues, so 
you’re constantly working to ad¬ 
dress the needs of a district this 
size. It’s a big job.” 

In a busy first year, Sapelli 
has worked to tackle a variety of 
issues, including blighted prop¬ 
erties in town, economic devel¬ 
opment, a stormwater fee and 
streets and sidewalks — issues 
that continue to be worked on 
moving into 2019. 

“I’m the type of individual who 
never feels I’ve done enough,” Sa¬ 
pelli said. “Based on the feedback 
I’m receiving from the communi¬ 
ty is they’re very pleased with a lot 
of the things they’ve seen in the 
community as they drive around 
the community. They’re constant¬ 
ly telling me how happy they are 
that they’re seeing the streets and 
sidewalks addressed.” 

Sapelli credited resident Wil¬ 
liam Clark for helping raise at¬ 
tention for the work needed on 
streets and sidewalks during a 
campaign for City Council last 
year. Sapelli’s office has moved 
aggressively to address issues, 
spending $1 million in Chapter 90 
funds and an additional $1 mil¬ 
lion in budgeted monies on road 
projects throughout town. He’s 
looking to get approval from City 
Council to approve a free cash 
transfer, so they’ll be able to do 
more roadwork during the spring 
construction season. 

Sapelli said they’ve also ap¬ 
plied for a Safe Route for School 
grant — ranging from $100,000 to 
$1 million —that he hopes to use 
for work on Maple Street if it gets 
awarded to the town. Next in line 
for roadwork is North Agawam, 
and then working across town 
from there. 

“[Clark] brought a lot of at¬ 
tention to it, to his credit. A lot 
of people rallied around that,” 
Sapelli explained. “That was a 
big focus — to address the need 
for infrastructure improvements. 
We’ve done a ton of streets and 
sidewalks already and we’re going 
to continue to do so.” 

He pointed to several new busi¬ 
nesses or business expansions in 
town during the past year includ¬ 
ing Taplin Yard Pump & Power 
Equipment, JJ’s Soft Serve and 
More, and Able Machine Tool Sales 
Inc. Sapelli praised Economic Dev- 
leopment Director Marc Strange’s 
efforts to utilize a tax increment 


financing to help Able Machines 
with their new location. 

“We’ve had several businesses 
come in,” he said. “We’re being cre¬ 
ative with economic development 
and trying to get businesses to ex¬ 
pand, stay and/or come into Aga¬ 
wam. That’s going to be a big focus.” 

Moving forward with the 
stormwater fee, Sapelli knows 
there need to be some way to gen¬ 
erate revenue to fund much need¬ 
ed work on sewers, particularly in 
Feeding Hills. He’s well aware of 
the flooding issues plaguing parts 
of the community and has person¬ 
ally been visited some locations, 
including a house call to a resi¬ 
dent, to investigate the causes. He 
anticipates a detailed video out¬ 
lining the issue and possible solu¬ 
tions and financing options to be 
presented to the City Council and 
be available online by February. 

Finding a balancing act among 
all the different areas that need 
addressing has been the biggest 
challenge the new Mayor has 
faced in his first year. 

“I want everything done now 
and you’ve got to realize some of 
the things can take years. You’ve 
got to be patient. You’ve got to pri¬ 
oritize,” Sapelli explained. “Trying 
to prioritize can be very difficult 
because what I may establish as 
priorities, others may not see it. 
Residents don’t always have all 
the information, all the data and 
the full picture. As they should, 
they’re concerned about their 
neighborhood, their house, their 
issues. As the mayor and CEO of 
the town, you have to worry about 
everybody’s and weight that and 
it’s not easy.” 

Reflecting back on 2018, Sa¬ 
pelli is excited about the prog¬ 
ress that’s been made and looks 
forward to continuing to address 
concerns and continue making 
improvements around town. He’s 
heartened by the cooperation 
and working relationships among 
the different governing powers in 
town from the School Commit¬ 
tee and City Council to state Rep. 
Nicholas Boldyga and state Sen. 
Donald Humason Jr., all working 
together for Agawam. 

“Everybody’s been so coopera¬ 
tive and supportive. I don’t mean 
they’ve been saying yes’ to every¬ 
thing and anything — they have 
their own opinions and it’s not 
always the same opinions as this 
office has, but we can respect¬ 
fully agree to disagree, move on 
and realize it’s not personal,” Sa¬ 
pelli said. “I see a whole different 
climate at some of the meetings 
now ... people should continue 
questioning things and voicing 
their opinions, but keeping it pro¬ 
fessional.” 

“What I’m even more pleased 
with is the energy I see in the 
community. Everyone seems very 
positive and complimentary.” 


BRIDGE I from page 1 

naling down on the West Spring- 
field and Agawam sides. It was 
cost-prohibitive to go through 
[CSX] with their signal.” 

The signal signs will be done 
next month, hopefully around the 
same time lanes are closed. Mass- 
DOT is funding the signs until the 
completion of the project. 

“We didn’t have money bud¬ 
geted for that anyway so when 
they said they wanted $60,000 
to 70,000 for that signal, which 
we were going to split with West 
Springfield, it was like where 
are we going to get the money?” 
Sapelli explained. “MassDOT is 
going to be assisting with the 
cost of those signs, which is nice. 
MassDOT is going to maintain 
those signs as part of the bridge 
project. Once the bridge project 
is done, we will own them and be 
responsible.” 

Work will cease for 17 days 
for the duration of the Eastern 
States Exposition in the fall. The 
lanes will stay blocked during 
that time, however, because 
crews will be in the middle of the 
$21 million project, which in¬ 
cludes replacing piping, gas and 
electric work, and poles. 

“They’re dismantling the 
bridge,” Sapelli said. “They’re 
tearing it completely down and 


DIRIC0 I from page 1 

problems were formerly,” DiRi- 
co said. “From what I was told, 
it wasn’t utilized as much as it 
could’ve been, and that offsets 
your income a little bit, especial¬ 
ly when you have a year like we 
had this year with over 66 inches 
of rain during the golf season.” 

DiRico did away with the past 
practice of outsourcing banquet 
hall functions to catering com¬ 
panies and brought in an in- 
house staff and kitchen crew to 
handle everything, cutting costs 
and increasing revenue in the 
process. 

“He has taken advantage of 
the excellent resource of the 
upstairs banquet hall and has 
scheduled more functions,” May¬ 
or William Sapelli said. “He’s uti¬ 
lizing that facility as it should be 
and that’s a revenue source as 
well.” 

Watching those revenue 
numbers is vitally important for 
DiRico. The golf course, which is 
supposed to run as an indepen¬ 
dent enterprise, has posted loss¬ 
es in most of the past few years, 
and had to be bailed out with 
taxpayer funds. City council¬ 
ors increasingly expressed their 
frustration with the course’s 
management, and questioned 


building a brand-new bridge 
from the bottom up.” 

“MassDOT has had commu¬ 
nications with officials from Aga¬ 
wam, West Springfield, and the 
Big E. The contract restricts work 
during the Big E each year and 
MassDOT has been having con¬ 
versations in order to mitigate 
anticipated traffic when the lanes 
on the bridge are restricted,” said 
MassDOT Spokeswoman Judith 
Riley. ‘As a result of meetings with 
the community officials and in 
response to a suggestion from a 
citizen at the public meeting held 
in October, the ramp from Route 5 
southbound to the Route 57 rota¬ 
ry was widened to allow two lanes 
of traffic due to anticipated traffic 
from West Springfield to Agawam 
choosing to use Route 57 to avoid 
the Route 147 bridge work.” 

‘Additionally, left turns head¬ 
ing off the northerly side of the 
bridge onto River Street have been 
restricted to optimize the flow 
of traffic through the area,” Riley 
added. “Left turns off River Street 
onto Memorial Avenue have also 
been restricted for the same rea¬ 
sons. Detours and traffic signal 
modifications will be utilized for 
both of these restrictions.” 

Sapelli said he plans to meet 
with West Springfield Mayor 
William Reichelt and Big E Pres¬ 
ident Gene Cassidy this summer 
to discuss strategies to alleviate 


whether it should be closed, be¬ 
fore DiRico was hired. 

DiRico didn’t start with an 
easy year for golf revenues. 
The number of rain days put a 
damper on receipts, though he 
credits the efforts of Superinten¬ 
dent Dan Shea with keeping the 
course in playable condition as 
many days as possible. 

“This course has traditionally 
been very wet, so we have to be 
careful if we let players out there 
after a heavy rainstorm and as¬ 
sess the type of damage that they 
might do and make a decision 
whether to close the golf course 
or possibly keep it open,” DiRico 
explained. 

“You’ve got to know what 
you’re doing and we’ve got a great 
crew. Dan Shea has done a phe¬ 
nomenal job. Dan does a great 
job and they’re a great team. It 
takes two,” Sapelli added. 

DiRico said that, while the 
fiscal year doesn’t end until 
June 30, 2019, the golf course is 
operating ahead of last year’s 
numbers through December. He 
attributes the success to addi¬ 
tional revenue brought in by the 
upstairs banquet hall as well as 
committed league play. 

“Luckily for us, we had some 
pretty good league play which 
kept us going during the course 
of the summer and our week- 


traffic issues as much as possible 
during that time frame for fair 
visitors. Cassidy said he’s been 
working the Connecticut De¬ 
partment of Transportation and 
has gotten mechanized message 
boards to alter travelers to the 
congested area and is also in¬ 
creasing shuttle service 

“It’s a full court press [to tell 
people] not to use Suffield Street 
or Agawam and use the viaduct,” 
Cassidy explained. “For the East¬ 
ern States, it’s about advertising 
heavily and educate people how 
to travel.” 

The project, which Sapelli said 
is estimated to take three years 
for completion, also has concerns 
about the economic impact on 
businesses around the construc¬ 
tion area. Cassidy expressed his 
disappointment that businesses 
in Western Massachusetts ar¬ 
en’t getting the same treatment 
as Eastern Massachusetts did 
during the Big Dig, where he said 
affected businesses were granted 
tax considerations. 

“This has the potential to have 
a negative impact for a lot of busi¬ 
nesses,” he explained. “I think 
it’s incumbent on all of us here, 
as residents, to hold our elect¬ 
ed officials accountable when it 
comes to these types of programs 
... [MassDOT] hasn’t taken the 
same steps I think they would’ve 
[done] with a Boston job.” 


end play was very good as well,” 
he said. “Our league play here is 
very, very important to us.” 

“Looking at the revenue that 
we have, up to December, our 
revenues are up over last year. 
I’m very optimistic that the 
golf course will make money 
and that going forward the golf 
course will continue to make 
money,” he added. “I’m very ex¬ 
cited to be part of this wonderful 
facility. There’s been an awful lot 
of positive energy with players 
coming to the Agawam Munici¬ 
pal Golf Course and there seems 
to be a lot of positive energy out 
amongst the golfing population.” 

Looking ahead at 2019, DiRi¬ 
co is going to continue increas¬ 
ing banquet hall efforts while 
making a push to increase league 
marketing and membership. In 
2018, the club had 30 members 
and DiRico has set a goal to in¬ 
crease that number to 70 or 80 
next year. Whatever 2019 holds 
in store, DiRico will be ready and 
enjoying every single minute of 
his time. 

“I love coming to work every 
day,” he said. “I’m seeing more 
new faces and that’s great for 
the course. I can’t say I’m going 
to work, I’m going to the golf 
course. I love being here because 
of the sport. It’s just been a pas¬ 
sion of mine for so many years.” 
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March: The town’s St. Patrick’s Day float, “A Day in the Life,” won first prize in the Holyoke parade. 

FILE PHOTO 



April: A chess match between Agawam and Minnechaug students is the first of a series of interscho¬ 
lastic competitions envisioned by AHS senior Jacob Sawyer. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 



April: More than 60 
people gathered in 
elegant dress and 
colorful hats to cele¬ 
brate the wedding of 
Britain’s Prince Harry 
and American actress 
Meghan Markle with a 
“royal tea” at Agawam 
Congregational Church. 
PHOTO BY LYNN BOSCHER 



June: Seventh graders warm up for Girls on the Run, a 5K training 
club led by Agawam Junior High School teachers that debuted 
this spring. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 


Operations team, sealed the neigh- 


On the 52nd week of 2018, a look 
back at the Agawam Advertiser 
News’ top stories on the first 51 
weeks of the year, compiled by Mi¬ 
chael Ballway: 

Jan. 4: City councilors unanimous¬ 
ly elected Christopher Johnson as 
their president, returning him to 
the position he had held from 2012 
to 2015. He was also the town’s 
first mayor, serving throughout the 
1990s. Cecilia Calabrese was cho¬ 
sen over Anthony Suffriti for vice 
president. Calabrese had been vice 
president 2008-2009. 

Jan. 11: Tim Zielinski is proposing 
a 5.9-megawatt solar array on his 
Shoemaker Lane property, but with¬ 
out a town ordinance on file, officials 
question whether he needs a zoning 
change from agricultural to indus¬ 
trial. Zielinski’s largest neighbor, 
Crestview Country Club, opposes 
the proposed project and its effect 
on “the surrounding landscape.” 
Jan. 18: Businesses and religious 
congregations are worried that they 
will be hit especially hard by a pro¬ 
posed stormwater utility fee, to be 
assessed as a tax on “impervious 
surface” — such as pavement and 
rooftops — on all properties in town, 
including those exempt from property 
tax. The fee was discussed through¬ 
out 2018 but not yet adopted. 

Jan. 25: City Councilor Robert Rossi 
suggests setting up a special com¬ 
mission to prepare a plan for ex¬ 
tending the sewer system in south¬ 
ern and western Feeding Hills. In 
addition to helping residents whom 
he said were promised sewers in 
the 1970s, a new sewer line could 
also spur development at the town- 
owned Tuckahoe Turf Farm, he said. 
Feb. 1: Hope Community Church in 
Feeding Hills has “adopted” Granger 
School, using a “giving tree” at the 
church to donate materials request¬ 
ed by teachers — a cart to carry 
books to the library, for example, or 
a replacement chair for a teacher. 
They also distributed “survival kit” 
goodie bags to teachers. 

Feb. 8: Town officials close the 
Agawam Axe House less than two 
weeks after it had opened, citing a 
lack of necessary paperwork. When 
the proper forms are finally submit¬ 
ted in February, the mayor himself 
shows up at the ax-throwing range 
to “bury the hatchet” and participate 
in a fundraiser for Rosie Robotics. 
Feb. 15: Abbie Hoban, a senior at 
Agawam High School, is the town’s 
2018 colleen. She was one of just 
five contestants for the honor; the 
other four all served as members of 
the colleen’s court on the town float 
at the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Pa¬ 
rade in March. 

Feb. 22: The mayor has signed a 
host agreement for a medical mar¬ 
ijuana dispensary at 584 Meadow 
Street Ext. The proposed dispensary 
was still in the midst of securing its 
state permits, however, and as of 
the end of the year, no announce¬ 
ment has been made of when — or 
whether —it will open. 

March 1: Reacting to the school 
shooting in Parkland, Fla., Agawam 
resident Marie Ball starts an online 
crowdsourcing campaign to raise 
funds for better classroom door 
locks at town schools. School offi¬ 
cials welcomed the support but said 
they are already doing “everything 
they can” to keep students safe. 
March 8: Mayor William Sapel- 
li orders an outside audit of the 
Agawam Municipal Golf Course, 
requesting that consultants make 
recommendations on how to return 


the town-owned enterprise to con¬ 
sistent profitability. He said ques¬ 
tions about the golf course came 
up frequently during his election 
campaign in 2017. 

March 15: Way Finders, formerly 
known as HAPHousing, confirms that 
it plans 62 apartments in 10 build¬ 
ings at 586 Mill St., Feeding Hills. 
About 75 percent of the units will be 
subsidized “affordable housing.” The 
controversial project depends upon 
federal funding, “still likely several 
years away,” Way Finders said. 
March 22: Months of pressure by 
town inspectors and lawyers end 
with the demolition of the blighted 
Caesar’s property at 314 Silver St., 
Agawam. With the long-abandoned 
restaurant finally gone, officials 
turned their attention to the vacant 
Twin Silos property at Suffield and 
South streets. 

March 29: ALICE drills — a run- 
hide-fight reaction to active shoot¬ 
ers — are being held at all Agawam 
schools, including realistic training 
on how to react to an armed in¬ 
truder for staff and older children, 
and age-appropriate, “non-fearful” 
instructions at elementary schools. 
April 5: The town is spending thou¬ 
sands of dollars on an investigation 
of health and safety code violations 
at the Agawam Trailer Court on 


Springfield Street. The 22 units are 
found in “varying levels of repair”; 
the park’s owner says the mobile 
homes found with serious viola¬ 
tions are unoccupied. 


April 12: An armed standoff on 
Brookline Avenue, Feeding Hills, 
ends in the gunman’s self-inflicted 
death. First responders, including 
the State Police Special Tactical 


borhood during the six-hour emer¬ 
gency, and residents were evacuat¬ 
ed to a temporary shelter at nearby 
Sacred Heart Church. 

April 19: Police Officer Christopher 
Lanski is awarded the APD’s Med¬ 
al of Valor for rushing into a house 
fire in March, placing his own life 
in danger to save a life. Lanski was 
on patrol when he saw the blaze 
and learned that one resident was 
trapped on the second floor. He 
credited his wife’s selfless attitude 
as his inspiration. 

April 26: The new mayor’s capital 
spending plan, a priority list for the 
coming five years, lists a new Town 
Hall and police station as a project 
for fiscal 2021, with a new Early 
Childhood Center — a need William 
Sapelli had been championing for 
years as superintendent of schools 
— to be built the next year. 

May 3: Town Nurse Shirley Petrucci 
serves as president of the Western 
Massachusetts chapter of the Mas¬ 
sachusetts Nurses Conference, and 
was one of four public health nurses 
selected to give a presentation at the 
annual meeting. An Agawam native, 
she has held the job since 1992. 
May 10: The town is actively reach¬ 
ing out to developers and national 
retailers about some of Agawam’s 
largest potential building sites, both 
town-owned land and privately owned 
parcels such as the 70.96-acre Jaffe 
land on Tennis Road, site of a divisive, 
and ultimately unsuccessful, big-box 
retail proposal in 2006. 

May 17: Health officials are pro¬ 
posing that Agawam ban tobacco 


and vaping sales under age 21; im¬ 
pose restrictions on the availability 
of cheap cigars, flavored tobacco 
products and blunt wraps; and limit 
the number of stores that can sell 
tobacco products. The council votes 
in June to enact the new rules. 

May 24: City councilors cry foul 
at a budget line paying police offi¬ 
cers a bonus to make up for their 
firearms qualification and uniform 
expenses. Councilors say classify¬ 
ing the payment as compensation, 
rather than reimbursement, makes 
it a boost to officers’ pensions. The 
mayor says it’s required by a union 
contract signed last year. 

May 31: Former Agawam High 
School valedictorian Sheila Hoff¬ 
man is coming home, hired as the 
new assistant superintendent of 
schools after serving as a principal 
in Springfield and 2010-2014 as 
assistant principal at AHS, working 
with then-principal, and now Super¬ 
intendent, Stephen Lemanski. 

June 7: Agawam joins a lawsuit by 
several towns against large phar¬ 
maceutical companies to recover 
the public health and public safe¬ 
ty costs of over-prescription and 
availability of opioid drugs. The suit 
claims drugmakers misrepresented 
the dangers of their painkillers, cre¬ 
ating an addiction epidemic. 

June 14: Retirees honored at an 
Agawam Fire Department event 
this week include Firefighter Pa¬ 
mela Murphy, the first female civil 
service career firefighter in West- 
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May: Despite the rain, more than 200 people participated in Aga¬ 
wam’s Relay for Life, raising more than $55,000 for cancer re¬ 
search and treatment. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 
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ern Massachusetts, and the de¬ 
partment’s community ambassador. 
When she joined the department in 
1985, she didn’t know she was the 
very first woman in the region. 
June 21: The FBI has ended its 
probe into alleged excessive use 
of force by Agawam police officers 
during an arrest at Six Flags New 
England in June 2016, and two 
of the three officers fired after the 
initial investigation have been fully 
reinstated. Footage of a confronta¬ 
tion in the APD lockup sparked both 
criticism and support of the officers. 
June 28: Town planners are look¬ 
ing at proposals for more than 100 
condo units at the intersection of 
Pine and South Westfield streets in 
Feeding Hills. Ralph DePalma has 
permission to build 80 units, while 
Kathleen Sweeney and Victor Shibley 
are looking for a zone change to ac¬ 
commodate 48 age-restricted units. 
July 5: Following a boost in its bud¬ 
get, the Senior Center van now runs 
five days a week, with double the 
number of drivers. The van offers free 
trips to doctor’s appointments and 
to errands, such as bank or grocery 
store visits, in town. Hours will also 
lengthen, with early afternoon trips 
available in addition to the morning. 
July 12: At no cost to taxpayers, 
Agawam will participate in Pioneer 
Valley Mosquito Control District 
efforts for the first time this year. 
The regional plan does not include 
aerial spraying, but will give Aga¬ 
wam officials a map of mosquito 
breeding grounds and may result in 
the treatment of known pools, at an 
additional cost. 

July 19: A report by consultants 
identifies additional playing fields, 
parks in Feeding Hills and better on¬ 
line communication as priorities for 
the Parks and Recreation Depart¬ 
ment. Specific recommendations 
include “master plans” for recre¬ 
ational use of Valley Brook Park and 
Tuckahoe Turf Farm. 

July 26: The new trash toter sys¬ 
tem, with weekly single-stream 
recycling, has reduced garbage 
volume by 17 percent, a savings 
of nearly $95,000, according to 
the Department of Public Works. 
Recycling volume is up nearly 45 
percent. There have been few com¬ 
plaints since the new system was 
implemented in July 2017. 

Aug. 2: A state grant will fund an 


August: The “Safety Bug” led the 45th annual First Time Bus Rid¬ 
ers program for incoming kindergartners, presented by the Aga¬ 
wam Junior Women’s Club. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


August: At 
left, friends 
and family 
dedicated a 
monument 
to Jake 
Clark, who 
died in a 
car crash in 
2017, at the 
Agawam 
Skate Park. 
SUBMITTED 
PHOTO BY PE¬ 
TER CAMYRE 

September: 
Below left, 
students 
returning 
to school 
were greet¬ 
ed with 
eco-friend¬ 
ly food 
trays and 
utensils, 
replacing 
Styrofoam 
and plastic, 
following 
the sug¬ 
gestions of 
a science 
project on 
cafeteria 
waste by 
Granger 
School stu¬ 
dent Juliet 
Johnson. 
SUBMITTED 
PHOTO 


June: Samantha Fett, diploma in hand, gets a congratulatory hug 
from her girlfriend Sage Gatti at Agawam High School’s gradua¬ 
tion on June 9. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 


July: Mom 
Ashley 
Johnson 
and Aiden, 
2, got all 
dressed up 
for the Aga¬ 
wam Public 
Library’s 
first-ever 
“baby 
prom.” PHO¬ 
TO BY LYNN 
BOSCHER 


archifect’s sfudy of renovating Aga¬ 
wam’s current Town Hall to meet 
modern accessibility and office 
space needs. Mayor William Sapel- 
li said it may be easier to remodel 
and build an addition to the current 
building than to start over with a 
brand-new Town Hall, as he had 
proposed in his capital plan. 

Aug. 9: City councilors approved 
rezoning on South Westfield Street 
for 48 age-restricted condo units 


after the developers agreed to pay 
$130,000 in sewer betterment 
fees, the difference between what 
was charged for agricultural land 
when the sewer was built in 2013 
and what would have been charged 
if the condos had been built then. 
Aug. 16: Environmental groups are 
skeptical about the need for a new 
natural gas line across Agawam 
and upgrades to the Kinder Mor- 
gan-Tennessee Gas compressor 
station on Suffield Street, citing con¬ 
struction impacts on turtle habitats 
and an opposition to “over-building” 
the delivery network for a fossil fuel. 
Aug. 23: The new landscaping and 
military-grade paint job on “the Tank” 
comes courtesy of Boy Scout Ste¬ 
phen Steinbock, who led the work in 
front of the American Legion post on 
Springfield Street as an Eagle badge 


project. It’s the first major restoration 
for the M60A3 Patton since it was 
installed in town in 2006. 

Aug. 30: A new committee ap¬ 
pointed by the mayor will examine 
Agawam’s land-use ordinances and 
zoning map, hoping to find inconsis¬ 
tencies that have cropped up over 
the years as the zoning code was 
amended piecemeal, and to bring 
the town’s ordinances in line with 
modern needs and land-use trends. 
Sept. 6: It will cost $1 million to 
fix storm drains at Roberta Doering 
School, pipes under Main Street and 
the outfall to the Westfield River, 
Mayor William Sapelli says. Faults 
in the drainage system have led to 
pooling and leaking on the school 
roof, and the current storm drain un- 
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Sunrise Detox is a residential 
detox center in Millbury, MA 
just minutes from downtown 
Worcester. With professional 
certified addiction counselors, 
detox technicians, a pharmacy, 
and professional nursing staff 
on-site 24 hours per day, we are 
able to accept new patients at 
any time of day or night. 
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October: Henry Kozloski, third from right, stands with current and former Community Preservation 
Committee members, from left, Leston Tingley, Doreen Prouty, Violet Baldwin, Jennifer Bonfiglio, Vin 
Ronghi and George Galiatsos, in front of a garden at School Street Park that was dedicated in Kozlo- 
ski’s name. PHOTO BY PETER SPOTTS 



November: More than 100 people came out to enjoy Agawam’s first Multicultural Fair at the Agawam 
Public Library, showcasing ethnic foods, crafts and music from 11 different countries around the 
world. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 
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der Main Street is tailing structurally. 
Sept. 13: Ashley Kelleher and her 
sons Jesse and Dylan, who have 
family ties to Agawam, wrote “The 
Big E Book,” a children’s perspective 
on the annual exposition. Each page 
shows a different attraction at the 
annual event. The book’s illustrator, 
Hope Walsh, is a relative of the Kelle- 
hers’ and an Agawam native. 

Sept. 20: Cincotta’s Farm is clos¬ 
ing, the latest stalwart of Feeding 
Hills’ agricultural past to disappear 
as suburban development spreads. 
The town has the option to match 
the developer’s offer and purchase 


the 6.47-acre property, perhaps as 
an Early Childhood Center site; the 
City Council votes in December not 
to do so. 

Sept. 27: After the church’s rain¬ 
bow (GLBTQ pride) flag was stolen 
in August, an outpouring of sup¬ 
port and donations ensures that a 
replacement can be installed and 
dedicated at Feeding Hills Congre¬ 
gational Church on Sept. 22. The 
Rev. Robert Donaldson called the 
response “one of my proudest mo¬ 
ments as a pastor.” 

Oct. 4: The old Agawam Center 
Library, now known as the Miner¬ 
va Davis Community Center, needs 
$32,606 in roofing and painting 
work, to be funded by the Commu¬ 


September: Agawam High School senior Gwen Payne reads from 
a children’s book she wrote, “Polly Protects the Planet,” as part of 
her Girl Scout Gold Award project. PHOTO BY PETER SPOTTS 


November: City Council and School Committee meetings move to 
the more modern auditorium at Agawam Junior High School, after 
being held for several years at Roberta Doering School. PHOTO BY 
MICHAEL BALLWAY 

December: A 
record crowd, 
hundreds of 
volunteers, 
gathered for 
Wreaths Across 
America, laying 
Christmas 
wreaths at 
graves in the 
Massachu¬ 
setts Veterans 
Memorial 
Cemetery in 
Agawam. PHOTO 
BY MICHAEL 
BALLWAY 


nity Preservation Act. The spending 
includes a complete replacement of 
the roof and swapping rotted wood¬ 
en gutters for aluminum ones paint¬ 
ed to look like wood. 

Oct. 11: The 292-acre Tuckahoe 
Turf Farm should be developed as 
a recreational resource, potentially 
including athletic fields and a rec 
center, a mayoral task force rec¬ 
ommends. About 26 acres will be 
turned into a solar array, generating 
revenue to fund any construction 
work needed at the park. 

Oct. 18: Town Clerk Vincent Gios- 
cia is preparing for the town’s sec- 
ond-ever round of early voting, as 
ballots will be available Oct. 22 to 
Nov. 2 in addition to the traditional 
Nov. 6 election day. Unlike in 2016, 
this year the town kept early voting 
at one site — the Senior Center, 
with easy parking and accessibility, 
and a central location. 

Oct. 25: Vakny Chonmany, head 
of the Agawam Community Center, 
is leading a 15-member commit¬ 
tee planning a holiday tree-lighting 
event on the Veterans Green in 
mid-December, the town’s first such 
event in five years and the first to 
adopt a “festival” atmosphere. Pre¬ 
vious tree lightings were led by the 
Agawam Clergy Association. 

Nov. 1: Proponents of a new Early 
Childhood Center are now looking 
at land adjacent to Robinson Park 
School, but question whether the 
additional traffic would overwhelm 
the neighborhood. Cincotta Farm 
is also under consideration; previ¬ 
ous proposals have involved land 
at Clark School and Agawam Junior 
High School. 

Nov. 8: State Rep. Nicholas Boldyga, 
R-Southwick, wins re-election by a 
two-to-one margin over Agawam 
Democrat Forrest Bradford. The first¬ 
time challenger, a special education 
school bus driver with deep roots in 
town, thanked his supporters and 
said this won’t be the end of his in¬ 
volvement in local politics. 

Nov. 15: Residents of Paul Revere 
Drive, who complained publicly 
about flooding and poor drainage in 
the spring, won’t get any relief until 
at least 2019, the mayor and DPW 
now say. Sharlene Clark says an ex¬ 
ceptionally wet autumn left her with a 
30-foot pond in her backyard as Philo 
Brook continues to overflow its banks. 
Nov. 22: The rate split between 


residential and commercial property 
taxes is shifted farther toward busi¬ 
ness, but offset by valuation gains 
for homes, resulting in the rates for 
all classes of property seeing simi¬ 
lar increases for fiscal 2019. Busi¬ 
nesses pay a much higher rate than 
homeowners, but the precise split 
varies year to year. 

Nov. 29: Mayor William Sapelli will 
tap the town’s free cash account — 
unexpended money from previous 
years’ budgets — to address sev¬ 
eral deferred maintenance items: 
library roof repairs, new boilers at 
Phelps School and Agawam Junior 


High School, and air conditioning 
repairs at the Department of Public 
Works and golf clubhouse. 

Dec. 6: With help from local man¬ 
ufacturers, teacher Christophe 
Huestis has reconfigured the shop 
classroom at Agawam High School 
and is offering a variety of vocation¬ 
al education classes to prepare stu¬ 
dents for high-tech, high-demand 
jobs, and for continuing education 
in engineering. 

Dec. 13: With so many capital proj¬ 
ects demanding immediate fund¬ 
ing around town, it’s unlikely that 
Feeding Hills residents will see any 


progress made on plans to extend 
the sewer network in 2019, Mayor 
William Sapelli says. City Councilor 
Robert Rossi said the estimated 
cost is now $13 million, which will 
be hard to budget. 

Dec. 20: After 40 years working 
at Agawam public libraries, Judy 
Clini announces she will retire as 
library director in January. Early 
in her career, Clini worked at all 
three of Agawam’s previous librar¬ 
ies — branches in Agawam Center, 
Feeding Hills and North Agawam — 
and oversaw the completion of the 
library expansion in 2002. 
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GIRLS BASKETBALL 

Quick start sets up big win 


By Tim Peterson 

sports@turley.com 

PALMER — The first two min¬ 
utes of the opening quarter set 
the tone for the rest of the non¬ 
league girls basketball game be¬ 
tween the Agawam Lady Brown¬ 
ies and the Palmer Lady Panthers. 

The Lady Brownies jumped 
out to a quick 8-0 lead and never 
looked back en route to a 54-41 
victory, which spoiled the Lady 
Panthers’ home opener Dec. 18. 

“This was our first home 
game of the season, but the in¬ 
tensity and the fire was not there 
right from the start of the game. 
It certainly wasn’t the way that 


we played in our first two games,” 
said Palmer head coach Gerald 
Calvanese. “I have to give kudos 
to Agawam because they wanted 
it a little bit more and they out¬ 
played us tonight.” 

The Lady Panthers entered 
their home opener with a 2-0 re¬ 
cord following road wins versus 
Frontier and Ware. 

The Lady Brownies, who de¬ 
feated East Longmeadow, 43-36, 
on the road a week earlier, had a 
2-2 overall record following the 
road game at Palmer. Their two 
losses came against Westfield 
and Northampton, which was 
their only home game. 

First-year Agawam head 


coach Tim Murphy was very 
pleased with his team’s perfor¬ 
mance against Palmer. 

“I thought we came out and 
played very well defensively right 
from the start of tonight’s game,” 
said Murphy, who replaced Har¬ 
old Cote this year as the girls 
varsity basketball coach. “We 
also had an 8-0 run early in the 
first quarter, which was very im¬ 
portant. This was probably the 
best game of the season for us 
both offensively and defensively. 
Hopefully, we’re trending in the 
right direction now.” 

The duo of senior forward Na¬ 
talie Pullen and senior guard Jas¬ 
mine Pszczola combined to score 
30 of the Brownies’ 54 points. 
Pullen scored eight points in each 
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Above, Meghan Haines and Cassidy Patterson get ready to try and make a re¬ 
bound. At right, Madison O’Connell reaches up for the shot during Agawam’s 
win over Palmer on Dec. 18. PHOTOS BY USATHOMAS-DUFRESNE 


ICE HOCKEY 

Lancers 
skate past 
Brownies 

The Agawam High School ice 
hockey team lost to Longmeadow 
on Tuesday, Dec. 18. Nick Buona- 
gurio had the only goal of the 
game in a 9-1 loss. Agawam is 0-4 
this season. 




Above, Bryan 
Carron fields a 
puck on Aga¬ 
wam’s end of 
the ice during 
Agawam’s 9-1 
loss against 
Longmeadow 
on Dec. 18. 

Near left, Nate 
Olbrych dekes 
with the puck 
before taking a 
shot. 

Far left, Andrew 
Sullivan circles 
around the 
Brownies’ goal 
before clearing 
the puck. 


SWIMMING 



Andrew Snow competes in the 200-yard freestyle event during a meet against 
Chicopee in early December. PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY/WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


At left, 
Erica 
Rogers 
makes 
her way 
down the 
lane in 
the 100- 
yard fly. 



It’s going swimmingly 


No losses yet in pool 

The Agawam High School girls 
swimming team is a perfect 2-0 


to start the 2018-19 season. The 
Brownies have wins over Chicop¬ 
ee and Central. The boys swim¬ 
ming team also owns a pair of 
wins to start the season. 



At left, 
John 

Jung goes 
for the 
win in the 
200-yard 
individual 
medley 
during 
Aga¬ 
wam’s 
meet 
against 
Chicopee. 




Below 
left, Katie 
Dustin 
takes the 
third lap 
of the 
200-yard 
freestyle. 

Bottom 

left, Nate 

Welch 

makes 

his way 

through 

the 

100-yard 

freestyle. 


PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY/WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
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The Week Ahead 


Boys basketball 

Friday, Dec. 28 

Away 

Girls basketball 

Friday, Dec. 28 

Away 

Ice hockey 

Saturday, Dec. 29 

Home 

Indoor track 

Friday, Jan. 4 

Away 

Swimming 

Wednesday, Jan. 2 

Home 

Wrestling 

Saturday, Dec. 29 
Wednesday, Jan. 2 

Home 

Home 


Sci-Tech 7 p.m. 

Granby 7 p.m. 

West Springfield 5:20 p.m. 

Longmeadow, E. Long. 6:45 p.m. 

Chicopee Comp. 4 p.m. 

Phil Tomkiel Tournament 9 a.m. 
Chicopee 7 p.m. 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 

Murphy makes move up to varsity 


By Tim Peterson 

sports@turley.com 

During the past 16 years, Tim Mur¬ 
phy has coached the freshman and 
junior varsity basketball, baseball and 
softball teams at Agawam High School. 

Murphy, who’s also a history teach¬ 
er at Agawam High School, is coaching 
the girls’ varsity basketball team for the 
first time this winter. He replaced Har¬ 
old Cote, who decided to retire as the 
varsity coach at the end of last season. 

“I’ve been coaching a sport at Aga¬ 
wam High School for 20 different sea¬ 
sons, but this is my first varsity job,” 
Murphy said. “There was also a gap of 
six or seven years where I didn’t coach a 
sport because I was earning my master’s 


degree at Westfield State University’ 

Murphy decided to become a 
coach after being a teacher for a cou¬ 
ple of years. 

“I had been teaching for a couple 
of years and I always wanted to try 
coaching,” he said. “I wanted to have a 
different experience with the kids oth¬ 
er than just seeing them in the class¬ 
room. It has been a very good learning 
experience for me.” 

His first position was as the fresh¬ 
man boys basketball coach. 

“We did struggle the first couple of 
years, but the kids always played very 
hard in every game,” Murphy said. “I 
think the players had a good time and 
it was a lot of fun coaching them.” 

Murphy was the coach of the fresh¬ 


man boys basketball team for three 
years and he also coached the freshman 
baseball team for a couple of years. 

After earning his master’s, Murphy 
resumed his coaching career at Aga¬ 
wam High School 10 years ago. 

“Lou Conti was the Agawam ath¬ 
letic director at that time and he was 
looking for a JV baseball coach. He 
asked me if I wanted to coach that 
team and I said that I would,” Murphy 
said. “When Dave Stratton took over as 
the AD six or seven years ago, he need¬ 
ed a freshman girls basketball coach. 
So, I coached that team for a year and 
really enjoyed it. Then I moved up to 
the JV level. I coached the JV basketball 
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Winter: Peyton Lemke sends a bounce 
pass into the paint in a game against 
Minnechaug. Girls basketball finished 
the season at 11-10, losing to Central 
in the Western Mass, semifinals. 
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Spring: Above, Emily Fountain, Agawam’s cleanup hitter, 
makes contact during a game against Minnechaug. Soft- 
ball notched a 12-9 record but lost in the Western Mass, 
semifinals to West Springfield. FILE PHOTOS 


Spring: At left, Ben Yovenko fires a spike over the net in a 
playoff game. Boys volleyball surged to 8-3 and made it to 
the Western Mass, finals, losing to Westfield. 




Fall: Emma Thomson dribbles the ball with Tantasqua’s defense 
coming on Senior Night. Field hockey lost to Longmeadow in the 
Western Mass, semifinals after notching a 12-6-2 season record. 


Fall: Thomas Caraciello looks for an opening in the field during a 
Week 2 matchup against Putnam. Football had a tough year, going 
1-10 on the season. 



Spring: McKenzie Lyne fights through a pair of Minnechaug de¬ 
fenders on her way to the goal in late May. Girls lacrosse ended 
a 14-4 year with a Western Mass, semifinals loss to Minnechaug. 


Fall: Forward 
Hope Santaniel- 
lo dekes around 
a Chicopee 
defender in an 
early-season 
matchup for 
Brownie girls 
soccer, which 
finished 12-7-1, 
losing in the 
Western Mass, 
semifinals to 
Minnechaug. 



Fall: Tommaso 
DeCaro fights 
to keep the 
ball and to 
stay away 
from the 
sideline in a 
late-Septem- 
ber contest 
against 
Amherst. Boys 
soccer finished 
7-9-2, out of 
the playoffs. 



Winter: At left, Zach Moccio 
tries to shoot over a blocker 
in an early February game 
at Minnechaug. Boys 
basketball finished 5-15 
and did not make it to the 
tournament last year. 

Winter: At right, Jake Shea 
tries to break away from 
Amherst’s defense in a 
late-season game against 
the Hurricanes. Ice hockey 
went 4-15 in 2017-18 and 
did not make the playoffs. 



How the rest fared 

Golf: 12-3; won Western Mas¬ 
sachusetts as a team this fall. 

Boys lacrosse: 6-12; did 
not qualify for the spring 
tournament. 

Swimming: The boys were 
5-7 and the girls were 3-9 
during the winter 2017-18 
season; Katie Dustin won 
Western Massachusetts in 
the 500-yard freestyle. 

Girls volleyball: 2-16; did 
not qualify for the fall tour¬ 
nament. 



Spring: Pitcher John Carmel tries to tag a Minnechaug 
runner out at the plate in a late-April game. The runner 
was attempting to score on a passed ball. Baseball was 
8-12 and did not qualify for the tournament. 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


FOR SALE 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 

- Restored with new woven seats - 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 

(413)289-6670 


RADIO COLLECTORS! Buy this 
estate lot of some 200 vintage radios 
and test equipment, plus books, man¬ 
uals, tubes, parts, etc. Bring big truck, 
helpers, and $2,000 cash- takes ev¬ 
erything. View anytime at 1009 Central 
St., Palmer 413-283-7620 or 413- 
283-9203 


FIREWOOD 

1 YR. SEASONED HARDWOOD 

is still available. Quality & volume 
guaranteed. Call S & K Lawn Care 

800-607-5296 or 413-267-3100. 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 

Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 


!!!!ALL SEASONED FIRE¬ 
WOOD!!!! Over a cord guaranteed. 
Cut, Split, Prompt delivery. Call D & D 
Cordwood (413)348-4326. 


ALL SEASONED HARDWOOD 2 

yrs. Cut, Split, Del. Westview Farms 
Creamery, LLC, Monson 413-245- 
1055, 413-237-0981. 


FIREWOOD 

Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $210.00 
All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 



FOR SALE 


MISCELLANEOUS 

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to¬ 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga¬ 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


COMCAST HI-SPEED INTER¬ 
NET $39.99/mo. (for 12 mos.) No term 
agreement. Fast Downloads! PLUS 
Ask About our Triple Play (TV- Voice- 
Internet) for $89.99/mo. (lock in 2 yrs.!) 
CALL 1-844-835-5117 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM¬ 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate¬ 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 

1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE INFOR¬ 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con¬ 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE¬ 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro¬ 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY¬ 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv¬ 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-800-732-0442 


FOR SALE 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser¬ 
vice or business to 1.7 million house¬ 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB #1 

Selling Walk-in tub in No. America. 
BBB Accredited. Arthritis Foundation 
Commendation. Therapeutic Jets. 
MicroSoothe Air Therapy System. 
Less that 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. 
Anti-Slip Floors. American Made. Call 
855-400-0439 for up to $1500 Off. 


SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 

Internet & Voice for $29.99/ea. 60 MB 
per second speed. No contract or com¬ 
mitment. We buy your existing contract 
up to $500.! 1-844-592-9018 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 

STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-286-0854 


WANTED 


WANTED ANTIQUES & COL¬ 
LECTIBLES Furniture, Advertising 
signs, Toys, Dolls, Trains, Crocks & 
Jugs, Musical Instruments, Ster¬ 
ling Silver & Gold, Coins, Jewelry, 
Books, Primitives, Vintage Clothing, 
Military items, Old Lamps. Any¬ 
thing old. Contents of attics, barns 
and homes. One item or complete 
estate. Call (413)267-3786 or 
(413)539-1472 Ask for Frank. WE 
PAY FAIR PRICES!!! 


WANTED TO BUY 

WANTED- COSTUME JEWELRY, 

gold and silver. Please call for more 
information or text (413)512-3714 



*****A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 

accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc, with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 

CALL NOW (413)531-1936 

acallwehaul@gmail.com 



*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap¬ 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


57 YR OLD RETIRED ICU and 

homecare nurse looking to pro¬ 
vide PCA services. Private pay only. 
Belchertown areas. Call Cheryl 413- 
213-0607. 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS Clean¬ 
ings, inspections, repairs, caps, liners, 
waterproofing, rebuilds. Local, family 
owned. Since 1986. HIC #118355. Fully 
insured. (413)547-8500 


ADAM QUENNEVILLE ROOF¬ 
ING, SIDING, WINDOWS- Shin¬ 
gle, Flat and Metal Roofs, Slate Roof 
Repairs, Roof and Siding Shampoo 
Service, Gutter Covers, porches. Life¬ 
time Vinyl Siding, Windows, Skylights 
& Sun Tunnels. Call (413)536-5955 


SERVICES 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 

Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag¬ 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re¬ 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe¬ 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


DL & G JUNK REMOVAL Clean¬ 
ing out everything from basements, 
garages, barns and sheds. We can do 
all the work and have many options 
available. Offering a senior/veteran 
discount. Call 413-478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas¬ 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 

(413)563-0487 


HANDYMAN SERVICES Belcher¬ 
town areas only. Call 413-323-7669 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lie #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


SUNRISE HOME REPAIRS Fall 
Clean-ups, gutter cleaning, carpen¬ 
try, painting, property maintenance, 
after storm/tree cleanups. Small jobs 
welcome. Free estimates. (413)883- 
9033. 



SERVICES 



WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR¬ 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur¬ 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 

DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 

COLEMAN APPLIANCE SER¬ 
VICE Servicing all makes and mod¬ 
els of washers, dryers, refrigerators, 
stoves, dishwashers, air conditioners. 
Also dryer vent cleaning. (413)536- 
0034 


CHILD SERVICES 

*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver¬ 
tising caring of children must list a li¬ 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 

frustrating or frightening. I’ll come to 
you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, set¬ 
up, tutoring. Other electronics too. Call 
Monique (413)237-1035 


ELECTRICIAN 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 DEADLINES: 
or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

90 Base Price 

$26.00 

21 Base Price 

$26.50 

22 Base Pries 

$27.00 

23 Ba se Price 

$27.50 

24 Base Price 

$28.00 

25 Base Price 

$28.50 

26 Base Price 

$29.00 

27 Base Price 

$29.50 

28 Base Price 

$30.00 

29 Base Price 

$30.50 

30 Base Price 

$31.00 

31 Base Price 

$31.50 

32 Base Price 

$32.00 

33 Base Price 

$32.50 

34 Base Price 

$33.00 

35 Base Price 

$33.50 

36 Base Price 

$34.00 

37 Base Price 

$34.50 

38 Base Price 

$35.00 

39 Base Price 

$35.50 

40 Base Price 

$36.00 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN - FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS - MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 



Hilltowns 

Circulation: 9,800 

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50$ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


Suburban 

Residential 

Circulation: 

59,000 


Name: 


Phone: 

Address: 

Town: 


State: Zip: 

Number of Weeks: 


X per week rate = $ 

Credit Card: □ MasterCard 

□ VISA 

□ Discover □ Cash □ Check# 

Card #: 


Exp. Date CVV 

Amount of charge: 


Date: 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 
x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


Includes 
additional words 


$ 10.00 



OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 

service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti¬ 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lie. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

MENARD GARAGE DOORS Spe- 
cializing in the best quality and selec¬ 
tion of insulated Haas garage doors. 
Sales, Installation, service and repairs 
of residential and commercial garage 
doors and openers. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call (413)289-6550, 
(413)626-1978 or www.menardaa- 
raaedoors.com 


HEATING & 
AIR COND. 


NO HEAT ? Call us. Oil, installs, tune 
ups. Free est. Bobby 413-222-2904. 


HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 

Call for all your needs. Windows, sid¬ 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in¬ 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lie. #97110, HIC Lie #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 

Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc¬ 
es. Lie #086220. Please call Kevin 

(978)355-6864. 


Buying? Selling? 

Our 


Classifieds 
Get Results! 


1 1 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


SERVICES 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 

for all your exterior home improve¬ 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT¬ 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


WATER DAMAGE 
.CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


TRUCK DRIVERS IN VERY 
HIGH DEMAND 

Driver Need projected to triple! 

A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 

(413)592-1500 

UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


SERVICES 


LANDSCAPING 

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
413-636-5957 


MASONRY 

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch¬ 
way doors, basement windows, chim¬ 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys¬ 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lie #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


SERVICES 


PAINTING 

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES 

Interior painting and staining. Wall¬ 
paper and popcorn ceiling removal, 
sheetrock and plaster repairs. Quality 
products and workmanship. 413-896- 
8264 


PLUMBING 

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lie #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace¬ 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 

“New Season” 
“New Projects” 

Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 

(413)668-5299 


SERVICES 


ROOFING 

FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 

types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 40 

years experience. Commercial, resi¬ 
dential. Insured. Shingles, single-ply 
systems. Tar/ gravel, slate repairs. 24 
hour Emergency Repairs. (413)348- 
9568, (413)204-4841. (413)536- 
3279 


SNOWPLOWING 

24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING Ser¬ 
vice, Monson, Palmer, Wilbraham, 
Ludlow. Call or text now. Limited space 
available. 413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 

ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every¬ 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


H & H TREE SERVICE Fully in¬ 
sured. 15 yrs experience climbing. 
Call Dave for additional services. 413- 
668-6560 day or night. 


STUMP 

GRINDING 

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi¬ 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 



PETS 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 

MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 

GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 

WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 

ORG 


HORSES 

HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 

offered year round at our state of the 
art facility, beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo¬ 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


HELP WANTED 


FOSTER CARE. 

You can help change 
someone’s life. 

Provide a safe home for children 
and teens who have been abused 
or neglected. Classes in late 
September. Call Devereux 
Therapeutic Foster Care 
413-734-2493 


HAMPDEN PARKS AND REC¬ 
REATION CLERK Mon-Thurs 8am- 
2pm +2 evenings/month 
Clerical duties, Answering phones, 
Sports registrations. Contact Terry 
Ford (413)566-2181 x 108 or 
(413)563-9136 

Send resume/LOl to Parks@Hamp- 
den.org 


SHARED LIVING- SEEKING fam¬ 
ilies to share their home with individu¬ 
als with developmental disabilities. Call 
413-734-2493 for more information. 


THE HAMPDEN-WILBRAHAM 
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

is currently seeking applicants for 
Substitute Teachers (Job #2728212) 
and Substitute Paraprofessionals (Job 
#2728209) on www.schoolspring.com 
or download an application on www. 
hwrsd.org website under Employment 
Opportunities and mail to John Dero- 
sia, HWRSD, 621 Main St, Wilbraham 
MA 01095. HWRSD is an EEO em¬ 
ployer. 


REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 



EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know¬ 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 

RENTALS 

WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


(=1 

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


EARLY 
DEADLIB 


To celebrate NEW-YEAR 



SOB 



Advertising Deadline will be NOON 

Wednesday, Dec. 26 

for the week of January 1 

Tj |l‘|p\/^u 24 Water Street 

n ur +■ 7 i Palmer, MA 01069 
Publications, Inc. lftnftnft , +1 ir . rtW 

www.turley.com 



The Agawam defense tries to stop a Palmer player from scoring. PHOTO 
BY LISATHOMAS-DUFRESNE 


WIN I from page 10 

half leading to a game-high and 
career-high 16 points, while 
Pszczola scored 14 points. 

Senior forward Madison 
O’Connell finished the con¬ 
test with seven points and 
sophomore forward Jessica 
D’Amours added five points. 

DAmours, who scored all 
of her points during the first 
quarter, was fouled while mak¬ 
ing a put-back basket five sec¬ 
onds into the contest. She also 
made the bonus free throw. 

A little more than a minute 
later, Pullen, who had scored 
14 points in her first varsity 
basketball game as a sopho¬ 
more, buried a 3-pointer from 
the right corner. 

The Lady Brownies built 
an 8-0 advantage when senior 
Cassidy Patterson (4 points) 
hit a base-line jumper follow¬ 
ing a steal by O’Connell. 

At the other end of the 
court, the Lady Panthers 
missed several shots before 
finally breaking the ice in the 
middle of the opening quarter 
on a put-back basket. 

Agawam built a dou¬ 
ble-digit lead by outscoring 


Palmer 16-6 in the second 
quarter. The Lady Brownies 
headed into the locker room 
at halftime holding a 29-14 
lead following a lay-up bas¬ 
ket by senior guard Meghan 
Haines (4 points). 

Pullen made a jumper ear¬ 
ly in the fourth quarter, which 
gave her team a 41-21 lead. 

The Palmer players final¬ 
ly gave their fans something 
to cheer about by putting to¬ 
gether a 17-5 run during the 
next five minutes. 

“If we played with the same 
type of intensity that we had 
in the fourth quarter for the 


whole game, the outcome 
might’ve been a little bit dif¬ 
ferent,” Calvanese said. “The 
players now realize how hard 
that they need to play to win 
against a Division 1 opponent.” 

Agawam made six foul 
shots down the stretch to lock 
up the road victory. 

“Palmer just played a lot 
better in the fourth quarter 
and made some shots,” Mur¬ 
phy said. “We were still play¬ 
ing hard, but we got into a 
little bit of foul trouble. I have 
a lot of confidence that these 
girls weren’t going to allow 
the lead to slip away.” 


COACH I from page 10 

team for four years before making the 
move up to the varsity team.” 

Even though Murphy has coached 
the current members of the Lady 
Brownies varsity players at the JV lev¬ 
el, it has been a little bit of a transition 
for him. 

“All of the players on the varsity bas¬ 
ketball team do know me, but it has 
been a little bit of an adjustment period, 
especially for the older girls. They had a 
different coach for the past two years,” 
Murphy said. “It has been a much easier 
transition for the four or five girls that 
played on my JV team last year.” 

Murphy gave his thought about the 
differences between coaching at the 
JV and varsity levels. 

“At the JV level, you try to play all 
of the girls in every game because 
they’re still learning how to play the 
sport,” he said. “At the varsity level, the 
victories are a little more important 
because you’re always trying to quali¬ 
fy for the Western Mass, tournament.” 

The Lady Brownies, who are a Di¬ 
vision 1 team, had a 2-2 overall record 
following a 54-41 non-league road 
win at Palmer High School on Dec. 18. 
They also defeated East Longmeadow, 
43-36, in another road game. 

“It felt nice to win my first varsi¬ 
ty game against East Longmeadow,” 


Murphy said. “One of our goals this 
season is to make the Western Mass, 
tournament. I just want the girls to 
be playing better in February than 
they are right now. The kids have been 
working very hard.” 

Agawam has qualified for the West¬ 
ern Mass. Division 1 tournament in two 
out of the past three years. They lost to 
powerhouse and top-seeded Spring- 
field Central in the semifinals last year. 
Back in 2016, the Lady Brownies de¬ 
feated Sci-Tech, 43-26 in a first-round 
game before losing to Holyoke by 10 
points in the quarterfinals. 

The Lady Brownies senior co-cap- 
tains this season are Cassidy Patterson, 
a guard, and Meghan Haines, a forward. 

“I selected Cassidy and Meghan to 
be our captains this year,” Murphy said. 
“Both of them are very good kids and 
they played for me when they were 
freshmen. The other players on the 
team respect them and they’re very 
good leaders. Even though they might 
not be a captain, I expect the other se¬ 
niors on the team to also be leaders.” 

The other Lady Brownies seniors 
are Alexina Ferrentino, Madison 
O’Connell, Natalie Pullen, and Jas¬ 
mine Pszczola. 

Whenever the basketball season 
comes to an end, Murphy will start pre¬ 
paring for his third season as the Aga¬ 
wam JV softball coach. He also helps 
out at football and hockey games. 
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Public Notices 


Out & About 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD15P2368PM 
Ruth V Newhouse of 
Longmeadow MA 
formerly Of: 

West Springfield, MA 
Protected Person/ 
Disabled Person/ 
Respondent 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF 
CONSERVATOR’S 
ACCOUNT 

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per¬ 
sons, you are hereby noti¬ 
fied pursuant to Rule 72 
of the Supplemental Rules 
of the Probate & Family 
Court, that the First and 
Second account(s) of 
Eileen Sullivan-Boss of 
West Springfield, MA as 
Conservator of the proper¬ 
ty of said Respondent has or 
have been presented to the 
Court for allowance. 

You have the right to 
object to the account(s). If 
you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this court on or 
before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 01/07/2019. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to object to 
the account(s). If you fail to 
file the written appearance 
and objection by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you, including the 
allowance of the account(s). 

Additionally, within thir¬ 
ty days after said return day 
(or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may 
order), you must file a writ¬ 
ten affidavit of objections 
stating the specific facts and 
grounds upon which each 
objection is based and a copy 
shall be served upon the 
Conservator pursuant to Rule 


3 of the Supplemental Rules 
of the Probate & Family 
Court. 

You have the right to send 
to the Conservator, by regis¬ 
tered or certified mail, a writ¬ 
ten request to receive a copy 
of the account(s) at no cost 
to you. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this pro¬ 
ceeding may limit or com¬ 
pletely take away the above- 
named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal 
affairs or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named per¬ 
son has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: December 10, 2018 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

12/27/18 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD15P2368PM 
In the matter of: 

Ruth V Newhouse of 
Longmeadow, MA 
formerly Of: 

West Springfield, MA 
Protected Person/ 
Disabled Person/ 
Respondent 
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF 
CONSERVATOR’S 
ACCOUNT 

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per¬ 
sons, you are hereby noti¬ 
fied pursuant to Rule 72 
of lhe Supplemental Rules 
of the Probate & Family 
Court, that the Temporary 
First and Final account(s) 
of Eileen Sullivan-Boss of 


West Springfield, MA as 
Conservator of the prop¬ 
erty of said Respondent 
has or have been present¬ 
ed to the Court for allow¬ 
ance. Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 50 State Street 

Springfield MA, 01103 

You have the right to 
object to the account(s). 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance and 
objection at this court on 
or before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return date of 01/07/2019. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to object to 
the account(s). If you fail to 
file the written appearance 
and objection by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you, including the 
allowance of the account(s). 

Additionally, within thir¬ 
ty days after said return day 
(or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may 
order), you must file a writ¬ 
ten affidavit of objections 
stating the specific facts and 
grounds upon which each 
objection is based and a copy 
shall be served upon the 
Conservator pursuant to Rule 
3 of the Supplemental Rules 
of the Probate & Family 
Court. 

You have the right to send 
to the Conservator, by regis¬ 
tered or certified mail, a writ¬ 
ten request to receive a copy 
of the account(s) at no cost 
to you. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this proceed¬ 
ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci¬ 
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person 
has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: December 10, 2018 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

12/27/18 


Legal Ad 
Agawam 

Conservation Commission 

The Agawam Conservation 
Commission will meet on 
Thursday, January 10, 
2019 at 6:00 PM at the 

Agawam Public Library, 
750 Cooper Street, Agawam, 
MA. The purpose of this 


How to submit 
legal notices 

All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices^ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub¬ 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 
413-283-8393, ext. 216. 

Turley Publications Inc. publishes 15 weekly news¬ 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 



to run the week of JANUARY 1, 2019 


• Wednesday December 26 at NOON for 

The Register, The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, Sentinel 
and Chicopee Register # * 

• Friday, December 28 at NOON for 

Agawam Advertiser News, Quaboag Current, 

Barre Gazette, Country Journal, The Journal Register, 

Ware River News, Town Reminder and The Holyoke Sun 


for all PUBLIC NOTICES 


meeting will be to hear 
the Abbreviated Notice of 
Resource Area Delineation of 
DePalma for property located 
at 683 & 0 South Westfield 
Street 

By Order of 

Henry A. Kozloski, 
Chairman 

Agawam Conservation 
Commission 
12/27/18, 1/03/19 


AGAWAM 

PLANNING BOARD 

The Agawam Planning 
Board will hold a pub¬ 
lic hearing on Thursday, 
January 3, 2019 at 6:00 
PM at the Agawam Public 
Library, 750 Cooper Street, 
Agawam, MA. The pur¬ 
pose of this hearing will be 
to hear the petition of the 
Agawam Planning Board 
on a proposed amendment 
to the Agawam Subdivision 
Rules and Regulations 
entitled “Hiring Outside 
Consultants”. 

Per order of: 

Mark Paleologopoulos, 
Chairman 
AGAWAM PLANNING 
BOARD 

12/20, 12/27/18 


AGAWAM ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS 
LEGAL 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Notice is hereby given 
that the Agawam Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold 
a public hearing at the 
Agawam Public Library 
Community Room, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam, MA 
on Monday, January 14, 
2019 at 6:30 PM concern¬ 
ing Way Finders, Inc., which 
is seeking a Comprehensive 
Permit in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 40B, Section 
20-23 to construct housing 
on property identified as 586 
Mill Street, Agawam, MA. 

Doreen A.Prouty 
Chairperson, 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
12/27/18, 1/03/19 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis¬ 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 


OUR CALENDAR SECTION is in- 
tended to promote tree events, 
or those that directly affect a 
volunteer-driven organization. 
Paid events that are not deemed 
benefits do not qualify. Non-char- 
itable events that charge the pub¬ 
lic for profit are not allowed as we 
consider that paid advertising. 
The deadline to submit calendar 
items is Monday at noon. Send 
to the Agawam Advertiser News 
at aan@turley.com, fax to 413- 
786-8457, or mail to Turley Publi¬ 
cations, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069. We usually print at least 
one week prior to an event. The 
listings should be brief with only 
time, date, location, activity expla¬ 
nation, and contact information. 

Wednesday, Jan. 9 

THE ELM-BELCHER MASONIC 
LODGE, 53 River St., Agawam, of¬ 
fers an all-you-can-eat spaghetti 
supper at a cost of $8 for adults, $4 
for children. The public is welcome. 

Sunday, Jan. 13 

THE WEST SPRINGFIELD COIN 
CLUB will meet at 7 p.m. at Mit- 
tineague Congregational Church, 
1840 Westfield St., West Spring- 
field. A special coin topic will be 
presented and discussed. Re¬ 
freshments available. Guests wel¬ 
come. For more information, call 
Peter Setian at 413-596-9871. 

ONGOING 

AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH, 459 Mill St., Agawam, 
offers a free “Crochet Club” the first 
and third Tuesday of each month 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. All are invited to 
join, including men and women and 
beginners to experienced crochet- 
ers. Drop-ins welcome. Hooks and 
yarn available if needed. For more 
information, call 413-786-7991. 

THE AGAWAM ST. PATRICK 
COMMITTEE meets the second 
Wednesday of each month, Sep¬ 
tember through June, at 6:30 
p.m. in the Peirce Conference 
Room at the Agawam Public Li¬ 
brary, 750 Cooper St. For infor¬ 
mation on how to join, call Vera 


Lunch Menu 
Monday, Dec. 31: Spaghetti 
and meatballs with homemade 
tomato sauce, peas, fresh apple. 
Tuesday, Jan. 1: Happy New 
Year. Senior Center closed. 
Wednesday, Jan. 2: Fish filet 
with a Mediterranean sauce, 
rice pilaf, broccoli and cauliflow¬ 
er, pudding. 

Thursday, Jan. 3: Roast pork 
loin, roasted potatoes and car¬ 
rots, gravy, applesauce, baked 
good. 

Friday, Jan. 4: Chicken pot pie, 
mixed vegetables, puff pastry, 
tossed salad, peaches. 

Calendar of Events 

Monday, Dec. 31: 8:15 a.m. 


Conway at 413-786-3247 or 
email Rosemary Sandlin at rose- 
marysandlin@gmail.com. 

ADULT DROP-IN SIT & KNIT meets 
at the Agawam Public Library at 
750 Cooper St. Tuesdays from 
1-3 p.m. Bring your sticks and 
join other knitters for creative 
time. No registration is required. 

GRANDPARENT’S PLAYGROUP 
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. to 11 
a.m., at St. David’s Church, 699 
Springfield St., Feeding Hills. This 
free infant and toddler playgroup 
features music and movement, 
fostering children’s interactions 
and sharing skills. Open to all 
grandparents and their grandchil¬ 
dren. Follows school schedule. 

MOM 2 MOM takes place the 
second Tuesday of every month 
October through June, 9:30 to 11 
a.m. at Agawam Congregational 
Church, 745 Main St. A round-table 
discussion hosted by a local “vet¬ 
eran” mom, this is a great way to 
have further conversation on recent 
cafe themes and parent education 
events, celebrate parenting and re¬ 
ceive encouragement for the trials. 

A BREAST CANCER AND MAS¬ 
TECTOMY SUPPORT GROUP 
meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month from 6 to 7:15 p.m. at 2 
South Bridge Drive, Suite 1B, Aga¬ 
wam. Registration is required by 
calling 413-789-0200 or online 
at www.survivorjourneys.org. 

AN ALL CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP meets the first Tuesday of 
each month from 6 to 7 p.m. at 
Sacred Heart Parish Center, 1061 
Springfield St., Feeding Hills. 
Registration is required by calling 
413-789-0200 or online at www. 
survivorjourneys.org. 

A BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
GROUP meets the second 
Wednesday of each month at Her¬ 
itage Woods Assisted Facility, 462 
Main St., Agawam. Registration 
is required at 413-789-0200 or 
www.survivorjourneys.org. 


yoga; 8:30 a.m., weight training; 
9:45 a.m., line dancing; 11:30 
a.m., Gentle Yoga. 

Tuesday, Jan. 1: Happy New 
Year. Senior Center closed. 
Wednesday, Jan. 2: 8:15 a.m., 
yoga; 8:30 a.m., weight training; 
9:45 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 12:30 
p.m., bridge; 5:30 p.m.,Zumba. 
Thursday, Jan. 3: 10 a.m. 
Senior Stretch and Tone (new 
class); 12:15 p.m., Bridge; 
12:30 p.m., Mexican Train 
Dominoes; 1 p.m., pitch, open 
art; 1:30 p.m., writing group; 4 
p.m., yoga; 6:30 p.m., pitch. 
Friday, Jan. 4: 8:15 a.m., Yin 
Yoga; 9:15 a.m., Let’s Paint; 
noon, canasta; 1 p.m., pitch, 
cribbage; 4 p.m., card games. 


Senior Center 
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NOTICE 

ERRORS: Each advertis¬ 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in¬ 
sertion, nor will be li¬ 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu¬ 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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Schools & Youth 



During a tour of an engineering lab at Governors America Corp., AHS sophomore Vladislav Zimokha, left, listens to electronics engi¬ 
neer Ghaida Al-Jermozi explain how she tests engine components manufactured by the company. PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 


Newcomers welcome at 
Girl Scout troop meeting 


Agawam Girl Scout 
Junior Troop 64927 wel¬ 
comes fourth grade girls. 
The troop meets Fridays 
biweekly at the Senior Cen¬ 
ter, 954 Main St, Agawam, 
starting Jan. 11. Previous 
Girl Scout experience is not 
necessary. For information 
on Girl Scouts and how 
to join, contact Laurie at 
413-224-4028 or email ldi- 
mock@gscwm.org. 


Girl Scouts of Central 
and Western Massachusetts 
serves over 7,000 girls in kin¬ 
dergarten through grade 12 
with the strong support of 
3,800 adult volunteers in 186 
towns and cities in central 
and western Massachusetts. 
Girl Scouts’ mission since 
1912 is to build girls of cour¬ 
age, confidence and charac¬ 
ter who make the world a 
better place. 


Last chance for Colleen 
applications this week 




AHS juniors Zao Gill, right, and Jason Breton look over some 
test equipment used to evaluate engine components made by 
Governors America Corp. Both are members of Rosie Robotics. 


AHS senior Bradley Clarke talks with Governors America Chief 
Technical Officer Chris Dalessio about engineering careers he 
could prepare for while in high school. 


Students get close-up look at tech jobs 


By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 

D ozens of Agawam students 
got a peek into what their fu¬ 
ture could be in the manufac¬ 
turing industry when they attended a 


career night at a local manufacturer. 

Governors America Corp., based 
on Silver Street in Agawam, hosted 
the event for students and parents 
to give them a better understanding 
of manufacturing and engineering 
careers available at GAC and other 


companies. 

The mid-December evening event 
was held a few weeks before AHS 
starts a new manufacturing and en¬ 
gineering program. Students from 
middle school through high school 
who are considering careers in the 
manufacturing industry attended 
the 2 1 / 2 -hour event. 

Students learned about the var¬ 
ious positions available in the man¬ 
ufacturing industry by talking with 
engineers, designers and technicians 
at GAC as well as other local man¬ 
ufacturers at the open house. GAC 
employees also conducted tours of 
the facility so students could visit 
production areas and engineering 
labs. The company’s high-tech ma¬ 
chines and tools, many similar to 
ones students will use at AHS, are 
designed to manufacture precision 
engine components for military and 
industrial applications. 

The new AHS program will teach 
students basic manufacturing and 
engineering skills to prepares them 
for highly paid manufacturing jobs 
— either immediately after they 
graduate high school or after going 
to college for an engineering degree. 



AHS freshmen Kannon Behrens, right, and Maxwell Florian stopped to talk with Karen 
Myhaver, a manufacturing career coordinator for Mass. Manufacturing Extension Part¬ 
nership (MEP). 



Andy and Mary Green look on as their sons, Kyle (foreground), 
a senior at AHS, and Evan, a ninth grader who is homes- 
chooled, examine test equipment in an engineering lab at 
Governors America Corp. 


a 



Anthony Luna, an AHS sophomore, checks out an engine on dis¬ 
play at the Governors America Corp. open house. The GM engine, 
fueled by natural gas for use as a power generator or for irrigation 
pumps, contains many components made by GAC. 


Applications are still 
available for the annual 
Agawam Colleen Corona¬ 
tion. The deadline is this 
Monday, Dec. 31. 

The coronation will take 
place Sunday, Feb. 10, 2019, 
at Chez Josef, 176 Shoemaker 
Lane, Agawam. The Agawam 
St. Patrick Colleen Commit¬ 
tee has placed applications 
at Agawam High School, 760 
Cooper St.; Agawam Public 
Library, 750 Cooper St.; Aga¬ 
wam Town Hall, 36 Main 
St.; Cooper’s Gifts, 161 Main 


St., Agawam; McCarthy’s 
Liquors, 430 Main St., Aga¬ 
wam; and on Facebook. 

Contestants must be 
young ladies 17 to 22 years 
of age and must live in Aga¬ 
wam or Feeding Hills. They 
must have Irish heritage, 
have plans to continue 
their education and must 
be single with no chil¬ 
dren. The Agawam colleen 
and her court will partic¬ 
ipate in many events and 
functions throughout the 
“Irish season.” 


Christmas children 



Sunday school students at Agawam Congregational Church listen 
intently to their teacher, church member Lesley Young of Agawam, 
as she explains the meaning of Christmas during the “Time with 
Children” portion of the church service held in the sanctuary. SUB 

MUTED PHOTO 


BUSINESS 

Turley Publications is liberal with regard to 
its business coverage polices, but we do have 
some standards folks need to understand. First, 
local businesses and merchants are just as much 
institutions in our towns as the library and schools. 
Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses 
that are new, have a major expansion, moving, 
closing, under new management or ownership, 
celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have 
been thrust into the news realm. Merchants can 
request that coverage through the editor, or for 
our existing advertising clients, through their ad 
representatives. 

For more information on business coverage 
for the Agawam Advertiser News, please email 
mballway@turley.com. 

- A TURLEY PUBLICATION- 

www.turley.com 
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Schools & Youth 



Todd McDonald, senior director of ticket sales at the Springfield Thunderbirds hockey 
team, speaks with Agawam Junior High School students on Dec. 5. 


Alan Rogers of the West of the River Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, right, and Dave Ratner, 
owner of Dave’s Pet Food City, addressed 
students on Career Day at Agawam Junior 
High School held Dec. 5. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 



Near right, Patty Parker Flores, 
chairman of the West of the 
River Chamber of Commerce 
Education Committee, left, 
stands with Mayor Bill Sapelli 
and Chamber Executive Direc¬ 
tor Robin Wozniak. 

Far right, guest speakers at 
Career Day included Mark 
Tansey, owner of Partners 
Restaurant, left, and Dan 
D’Angelo, director of the West 
Springfield Boys & Girls Club. 



Chamber hosts Career Day for students at AJHS 


Agawam Junior High School held 
its annual Career Day for eighth 
graders Wednesday, Dec. 5. Alan Rog¬ 
ers of the West of the River Chamber 
of Commerce introduced Mayor 
William Sapelli and guest speaker 
Dave Ratner of Dave’s Pet Food City 
at a morning assembly before eighth 
graders split up to attend individual 
presentations from guest speakers. 

Special recognition was given to 
Patty Burns, eighth grade guidance 
counselor. She was responsible for 
coordinating and scheduling the 


speakers and students for this event. 

Also recognized was Patti Flores 
and the West of the River Chamber 
of Commerce Education Commit¬ 
tee for her group’s efforts in recruit¬ 
ing speakers from the community. 
Over 20 speakers, many of whom 
were repeat guests from past years, 
were on hand. The speakers varied 
from chefs to lawyers to nurses to 
sports management, and more. The 
speakers addressed students over 
three to four sessions on a rotating 
basis in the classrooms during the 


course of the morning. Students 
were given surveys by guidance 
counselors to determine their field 
of interest before attending the var¬ 
ious presentations. 

Rogers noted the immense coop¬ 
eration the Chamber has received 
from administration and staff at Aga¬ 
wam schools over the years. The West 
of the River Chamber of Commerce, 
through its Education Committee, 
sponsors several events throughout 
the year, including Career Day, schol¬ 
arships and mentoring programs. 


WILBRAHAM 

&MONSON 


ACADEMY 


Established 1804 


Emily ’20 

of Agawam 



“I love how I have opportunities to travel the world. I 
want to go to Europe this coming spring with the school.” 


Extracurricular Activities: Field Hockey, 
School Newspaper, Softball 


Open 

House 


Sunday, Jan. 13, 2019 

1 p.m. 

www.wma.us/openhouse 


Agawam violinist 
a finalist in inti 
music competition 


On Friday, Jan. 5, West- 
field State University se¬ 
nior Veronica Rovatti will 
perform at the 2019 Jeffer¬ 
son Symphony Orchestra 
Young Artist Competition 
at Colorado Christian Uni¬ 
versity in Lakewood, Colo. 

A senior music education 
major from Agawam, Rovatti 
is among 11 finalists selected 
from entries to compete for 
cash awards. She will per¬ 
form Mozart’s Violin Con¬ 
certo in G major, K. 216, in 
the competition. The overall 
winner will receive a $3,000 
award and will perform with 
the Colorado-based Jeffer¬ 
son Symphony Orchestra on 
March 31. 

“The competition at¬ 
tracts applicants from 
across the United States 
and international loca¬ 
tions, as well,” said Dr. An¬ 
drew Bonacci, chairman of 
the Westfield State Univer¬ 
sity music department. “We 
are very proud that Veroni¬ 
ca was selected to compete 
at this level.” 

Applicants were re¬ 
quired to be born after 
Dec. 31, 1994, enrolled in 
an accredited educational 
institution, and to submit a 
CD recording of a complete 
concerto. 

Rovatti has been work¬ 
ing with her professors for 
years to improve her skills, 
guided by violin teacher 
Jessica Foskitt and collab¬ 
orative pianist Scott Bailey. 

“Veronica entered col¬ 
lege as a 17-year-old fresh¬ 
man and I could see that 
she was passionate about 
the violin from the first 
time I heard her play,” said 
Foskitt. “She is incredibly 
devoted, often arriving 
to school very early and 
leaving late. Veronica is a 
thoughtful student, often 
helping me and other mem¬ 
bers of the Westfield State 



Veronica Rovatti of Agawam is 
among 11 finalists selected to 
perform at the 2019 Jefferson 
Symphony Orchestra Young 
Artist Competition at Colorado 
Christian University in Lake- 
wood, Colo. SUBMITTED PHOTO 

community whenever the 
need arises.” 

Despite 17 years of violin 
playing experience, this will 
be Rovatti’s first competition. 

“I’m so excited and 
grateful to have this op¬ 
portunity to travel to a 
place that I’ve never been, 
to perform for a new au¬ 
dience, and to meet other 
students and professionals 
who share my passion,” said 
Rovatti. “I am honored to 
represent Westfield State.” 

Started in 1959, the 
Jefferson Symphony In¬ 
ternational Young Artists 
Competition celebrates the 
talent of outstanding young 
musicians. While this an¬ 
nual one-day competition 
was originally meant to give 
local students their first ex¬ 
perience at public perfor¬ 
mance, it has evolved into 
a gathering of international 
musicians competing for 
substantial cash awards. 


SHARE YOUR NEWS 
AAN@TURLEY.COM 
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Digital Photos 

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 

Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
one of our publications. 

Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 




































